
CITY OF CLERMONT
COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
6:30 PM, Tuesday, June 11, 2019

Welcome to our Council meeting. In the interest of time efficiency and ensuring that everyone who wishes to address the Council 
is given the opportunity to do so, the following will apply to all comments made by the public. Each speaker will be permitted 3 
minutes  to  address  the  Council.  These  time  limits may  be  changed  by  the Mayor.  Thank  you  for  participating  in  your  City 
Government. 

CALL TO ORDER 

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PROCLAMATION 

Election 

PRESENTATIONS 

Parks and Recreation 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

REPORTS 

CONSENT AGENDA 
The next portion of the meeting is the consent agenda which contains items that have been determined to be routine and non­
controversial.  If anyone in the audience wishes to address a particular item on the consent agenda, now is the opportunity for 
you  to  do  so.   Additionally,  if  staff  or members  of  the City Council wish  to  speak  on  a  consent  item,  they  have  the  same 
opportunity.

Item No. 1 ­ Meeting Minutes Consider approval of May 14, 2019 and 
May 28, 2019 Council Meeting minutes.

Item No. 2 ­ Bid Award Consider award to Providence 
Construction & Development Services to 
provide E­34 lift station force main 
modifications in the budgeted amount of 
$167,377.

Item No. 3 ­ Proposal Award Consider award to Voya Retirement 
Insurance and Annuity Co. for defined 
contribution recordkeeper provider for 
401(a) and 457(b) retirement plans.

Item No. 4 ­ Event and Road Closure Request Consider request for the Clermont 
Downtown Partnership to host annual 
"Harvest Festival" on October 26, 2019.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Item No. 5 ­ Ordinance No. 2019­23 Final Consider ordinance to amend Chapter 54, 
Street, Sidewalk and Other Public Places, 
Article IV Special Events. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

Item No. 6 ­ Variance Request
Culver's

Consider request to allow a monument 
sign to exceed 8 ft. in height for property 
located at 1431 Johns Lake Road.

Item No. 7 ­ Variance Request
Napleton 

Consider request to allow the number of 
wall signs to exceed the maximum 
allowed for property at 15859 S.R. 50.

Item No. 8 ­ Ordinance No. 2019­20 Introduction
Senninger

Consider ordinance to rezone 12 +/­ 
acres from Lake County Industrial to 
City of Clermont Industrial.

Item No. 9 ­ Ordinance No. 2019­24 Introduction
Hungerford 

Consider ordinance to close and 
permanently abandon a portion of 
unimproved 11th Street right­of­way, 
south of W. Minnehaha Avenue.

Item No. 10 ­ Ordinance No. 2019­25 
Introduction/Transmittal  
Bella Terra Summergate Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment  

Consider ordinance to change the future 
land use from City of Clermont Low 
Density Residential to City of Clermont 
Medium Density Residential on 24 acres 
located southwest of intersection of 
Southern Pines Loop and Johns Lake Rd.

Item No. 11 ­ Ordinance No. 2019­27 Introduction
Advent PUD

Consider ordinance for a medical health 
park campus on 7.5+/­ acres located on 
the southeast corner of SR 50 and Citrus 
Tower Blvd.  

ADJOURN 

Any opening invocation that is offered before the official start of the Council meeting shall be the voluntary offering of a private 
person, to and for the benefit of the Council. The views or beliefs expressed by the invocation speaker have not been previously 
reviewed or approved by the City Council or the city staff, and the City is not allowed by law to endorse the religious or non­
religious  beliefs  or  views  of  such  speaker.  Persons  in  attendance  at  the City Council meeting  are  invited  to  stand  during  the 
opening  invocation  and  to  stand  and  recite  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance.  However,  such  invitation  shall  not  be  construed  as  a 
demand, order, or  any other  type of  command. No person  in attendance at  the meeting  shall be  required  to participate  in any 
opening invocation that is offered or to participate in the Pledge of Allegiance. You may remain seated within the City Council 
Chambers or exit the City Council Chambers and return upon completion of the opening invocation and/or Pledge of Allegiance 
if you do not wish to participate in or witness the opening invocation and/or the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Any person wishing to appeal any decision made by the City Council at this meeting will need a record of the proceedings. For 
that  purpose,  such  person may  need  to  ensure  that  a  verbatim  record  of  the  proceedings  is made, which  record  includes  the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if any 
person with a disability defined by the ADA needs special accommodation to participate in this proceeding, then not later than 
two business days prior to the proceeding he/she should contact Clermont, City Clerk’s Office, 352­241­7330. 
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Please  be  advised  that  if  you  intend  to  show  any  document,  picture,  video  or  items  to  the  Council  or  Board  in  support  or 
opposition to any item on the agenda; a copy of the document, picture, video or item must be provided to the City Clerk for the 
City’s records.



City of Clermont
Mayor’s Proclamation

The General Election of the City of Clermont shall be held on the 5th day of November, 
2019, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time.

The purpose of this election is to elect:

City Council Member Seat 2 (Two year term)

City Council Member Seat 4  (Two year term)

A primary election will be held on the 27th day of August 2019, if there are more than 
two candidates who qualify for any one of the above seats.

At this election the following questions or propositions will be decided by the qualified 
voters of the City of Clermont.

CHARTER AMENDMENT 1
COUNCIL TERM LIMITS

Currently, the City Charter does not limit the number of terms a person may 
serve on the Council. A yes vote for this amendment would, after the 
effective date of the amendment, limit a person to four consecutive two-year 
terms.  A no vote will reject the amendment.   

CHARTER AMENDMENT 2
COUNCIL RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS 

Currently, the City Charter does not require a candidate for a seat on the 
Council to be a resident of the City for any set period prior to qualifying as a 
candidate. A yes vote for this amendment would provide that a candidate 
shall be a qualified elector of the City for a minimum of eighteen (18) 
months prior to the date of qualification as a candidate. A no vote will reject 
the amendment.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 

Seal of the City of Clermont to be affixed on this 11th day of June 2019.

________________________
Mayor Gail L. Ash

ATTEST: ____________________________
        Tracy Ackroyd Howe, City Clerk

(June 14, 21, 28 and July 5)
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The City Council met in a regular meeting on Tuesday, May 14, 2019 in the Clermont City Council 
Chambers. Mayor Ash called the meeting to order at 6:30pm with the following Council Members present: 
Council Members Brishke, Travis, Bates and Goodgame. Other City officials present were City Manager 
Gray, City Attorney Mantzaris, and City Clerk Howe. 

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Reverend Doctor Helmut Michelson gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PROCLAMATIONS 

City Clerk Howe read the Motorcycle Safety Month proclamation aloud.  Mayor Ash presented the 
proclamation to Bruce Suther. 

City Clerk Howe read the North American Occupational Safety and Health Week proclamation aloud.  
Mayor Ash presented the proclamation to Beth Brick. 

PRESENTATIONS 

Quilt to Books 

The students of Ms. Star Olsen from Cypress Ridge Elementary School read a presentation on their project 
and presented examples of the quilts they made. 
 
Youth Council Legislative Action Days  
 
City Clerk Howe stated the Youth Council Members attended Florida League of Cities’ Legislative Action 
Days from March 25 to March 27, 2019 and introduced Youth Council Member Kristopher Ganesh, Youth 
Council Member Aaron Curlee, and Youth Council Member Mary Landaberde to give a presentation on 
their experience at the event. 
 
Youth Council Member Ganesh reviewed his experience of interacting with the other local Youth Councils 
from around the State of Florida. Clermont’s Youth Council Members shared their project regarding tiny 
homes with the other Youth Councils present at Legislative Action Days. The other Youth Councils 
expressed support for the project and requested copies of the project to bring before their City Council’s 
upon their return. 
 
Youth Council Member Curlee reviewed his experience of attending the Open Space Meetings during the 
Legislative Action Days. During these meetings, the Youth Council Members were able to discuss projects 
and controversial political topics with other Youth Councils. The Clermont Youth Council Members toured 
the campus of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University and attended a workshop on choosing a 
major at Florida State University during their time in Tallahassee. 
 
Youth Council Member Landaberde reviewed her experience meeting with Representative Anthony 
Sabatini and Senator Kelli Stargel. Representative Sabatini spoke with the Youth Council for over an hour 
and introduced the Youth Council to other representatives and staff in the office. He also offered the Youth 
Council Members internships with his office in Lake County and in Tallahassee. Youth Council Member 
Landaberde thanked the Council for allowing the Youth Council to attend the Legislative Action Days in 
Tallahassee. 
 
Mayor Ash expressed gratitude for the time dedicated by the Youth Council. 
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City Manager Gray thanked City Clerk Howe for her time with the Youth Council and requested for City 
Clerk Howe to review comments provided regarding Clermont’s Youth Council during Legislative Action 
Days. City Clerk Howe stated Dr. Scott Payne and Lynn Tipton both complimented the Youth Council on 
being well spoken and well mannered. After the Legislative Action Days, a Commissioner from the City 
of Largo requested a copy of the Youth Council’s tiny home presentation for his own city.  
 
Council Member Bates thanked City Clerk Howe for her time and effort with the Youth Council. 
 
Citizens Academy 
 
Communications Director Deen stated this graduating class of the Citizens Academy is the sixth Citizens 
Academy with a total of 30 participants. The waiting list for the fall Citizens Academy has already filled 
up.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Ebo Entsuah, 861 Sky Ridge Road, inquired about studies conducted for traffic light timing. City Manager 
Gray stated most traffic lights in the City are on State or County roads and are not in the City’s jurisdiction. 
Public Works Director Brunson stated the State consistently reviews the timing for traffic lights and their 
impact on traffic. The State recently performed a study for the light at Bloxam Avenue and Highway 50 to 
extend the time of the light. However, the State will look at street lights sooner than scheduled if there are 
requests to do so. 

Cuqui Whitehead, 700 Hooks Street, stated she was proud to be a part of the City and applauded City Clerk 
Howe for her work for the City. 

Andy Craig, 13900 CR 455, and Carolyn Foy thanked the Mayor for agreeing to be on the first issue of 
Clermont Neighbors Magazine and look forward to publishing more issues.  

REPORTS 

City Manager Gray reported the County Commission will be considering providing funding to the City of 
Clermont for the construction and expansion of the proposed boat ramp at their meeting on May 21, 2019. 
They are considering funding a $750,000 request for Clermont’s boat ramp. The Tourism Development 
Council is recommending $240,000 of funding however they have publicly supported participation and 
expansion of the City’s project. City Manager Gray, Council Member Travis, and Council Member 
Goodgame will be in attendance at the County’s Commission Meeting to make a presentation for approval 
of the proposed funding. City Manager Gray requested for Item No. 3 to be placed on the May 28, 2019 
Council Meeting Agenda to allow the County Commission to vote on the funding before City Council votes 
to approve the contract for the boat ramp. City Manager Gray stated the May 21, 2019 Workshop has been 
cancelled since a Council Workshop was held on May 9, 2019.  

City Attorney Mantzaris – No report. 

Council Member Bates – No report. 

Council Member Goodgame reported speaking at the Italian American Club at Kings Ridge last night. They 
were interested in Olympus and getting the signal working at Kings Ridge Boulevard and Hancock Road. 
There is also no sign on the hill heading south to warn drivers of the upcoming traffic signal and requested 
one be installed. Council Member Goodgame provided a personal update and praised Dr. Ahmed Al-
Hazzouri, who is located in Clermont, and Dr. Rami Komrokji, who is located at Moffit Cancer Center, for 
their outstanding work. 
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Council Member Brishke reported on April 24, she attended the Clermont Fire Department badge pinning 
ceremony. On April 25, she attended the Citizens Academy final class. On April 27, she attended Montverde 
Academy’s 15th Annual Celebrating Education Event at Clermont’s Performing Arts Center. On May 10, 
she attended the 9th Annual Special Olympics Invitational at Walt Disney World Resort. The event raised 
$30,000 locally and reached an overall gross amount of $1.5 million which will allow Special Olympics of 
Florida to reach over 54,000 athletes. 

Council Member Travis reported on May 6, she was on Fox 35 Today Show for an interview. Tomorrow 
at 7:00pm is the Ride of Silence around Lake Minneola. The founder of Ride of Silence will be arriving 
early to visit the City.  

City Manager Gray congratulated Council Member Travis for winning the gold medal in the National 
Duathlon Competition and for winning the silver medal in Spain at the International Duathlon Competition.  

Mayor Ash reported on April 25, she attended the final Citizens Academy class at the Arts and Recreation 
Center. On April 27, she attended the Montverde Academy Education Gala. On April 29, she was at the 
Clermont Police Department for the swearing in ceremony of Police Officer Sanjeev Gopaul. On May 4, 
she was at the Waterfront Pavilion to welcome guests to the Caribbean Jerk Festival. On May 9, a City 
Council Workshop was held to discuss improved roadways from US 27 to other areas in Lake and Orange 
County. On May 10, she attended the graduation ceremony for the Employee Academy. On May 11, she 
attended the Boy Scouts’ graduation ceremony at the Methodist Church in Clermont to celebrate the new 
Eagle Scouts in their group, Alex Smith and Rody Stewart. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Mayor Ash advised the next item on the Agenda for consideration was the Consent Agenda and requested 
anyone wishing to have any item pulled for discussion to please come forward at this time. 

Item No. 1 – Meeting Minutes Consider approval of the April 23, 2019 Council 
Meeting minutes. 

 
Item No. 2 – Surplus Request Recommend to approve and declare end of life 

inventory as surplus from Environmental 
Services, Finance, and Information Technology 
Departments and dispose of in accordance with 
the Purchasing Policy. 

 
Item No. 3 – Bid Award Consider awarding bid to Traverse Group, Inc. 

for the construction of a new public boat ramp 
and restroom in the budgeted amount of 
$2,491,313.73. 

 
Item No. 4 – Bid Award Consider awarding bid to Merrell Bros., Inc., 

Compost USA of Sumter, LLC., and Shelley’s 
Septic Tank, Inc. to provide bio-solids hauling 
and disposal in the estimated annual budgeted 
amount of $200,000. 

 
Item No. 5 – Piggyback Purchase Consider request to piggyback the Florida 

Sheriffs Association contract with Ring Power to 
purchase two diesel generators in the budgeted 
amount of $127,661.20 
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Item No. 6 – Contract Award Consider request to piggyback the Seminole 
County contract with Konica Minolta Business 
Solutions U.S.A., Inc. to provide lease of 
multifunctional devices and management 
software services in the estimated annual amount 
of $50,000. 

 
Council Member Travis requested the date provided in the previous meeting minutes for the Lake County 
Commission Meeting be changed to May 21, 2019.  
 

Council Member Bates moved to approve Consent Agenda Items 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6 with 
corrections to the minutes; seconded by Council Member Travis. The motion passed with 
all members present voting aye. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Item No. 7 – Historic Village 

City Manager Gray introduced Assistant Public Works Director VanDever who will provide the 
presentation in regards to the Townsend House roof and Historic Village perimeter fence to the Council. 

Assistant Public Works Director VanDever reviewed the purpose of the presentation, the location of the 
subject property, the history of the project to replace the Townsend House roof, the challenges of the project, 
and the next steps.  

City Manager Gray stated the Historical Society made an offer to provide funding of $10,000 towards the 
project if the Council decides to go with the shake shingles option for the Townsend Roof.  The lowest bid 
is $27,000 with only $13,000 currently in the City’s budget for the project. As a result, a budget amendment 
will have to be completed for this project. City Manager Gray recommended for the Council to address the 
Townsend House roof first and then move on to address the fence request from the Historical Society.   

Jim Griggs, President of the Historical Society, requested for the Council to approve the shake shingle 
option for the Townsend House roof to keep the roof looking like the original and offered to provide 
$10,000 towards the shake shingles.  

Mayor Ash opened the Public Hearing. There were no comments. Mayor Ash closed the Public Hearing. 

Council Member Bates inquired if the $10,000 offer was only for the shake shingles option. Mr. Griggs 
replied the $10,000 was only to be given if the Council decided to proceed with the shake shingles. 

Council Member Brishke inquired about hurricane resistance. Public Works Director Brunson stated the 
roof will have to meet current building codes. 

Council Member Travis asked if the shake shingles were fireproof. Mr. Griggs stated the shingles are 
fireproof as they are made of a composite similar to residential houses but made to look like wooden 
shingles. 

Mayor Ash expressed support for the shake shingle roofing to make the roof look closer to the original 
roof on the Townsend House. 

Council Member Travis moved to go with the shake shingles with the Historical Society 
contributing $10,000 towards shingle replacement; seconded by Council Member Brishke. 
The motion passed with all members present voting aye.  
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Mayor Ash expressed concern for the proposed fencing not fulfilling the required need of the request. 
Council Member Goodgame clarified the purpose for the fence is to make it non-conducive for people to 
walk through the Historic Village. 

Council Member Bates proposed to discuss the matter during the upcoming budget hearings to look at the 
City’s budget when considering the matter. 

Donna Degennaro, Board Member of the Board of Directors for the Historical Society, stated the goal is to 
limit traffic when the Historic Village is not open to ensure protection of the property including avoiding 
the occurrence of accidental fires.  

Council Member Brishke requested clarification on the gate for the Historic Village. Public Works Director 
Brunson stated the gate is done and waiting to be installed.  

Council Member Brishke expressed agreement with postponing the matter to the budget hearings and 
inquired if the City could place signage at the location in the meantime as a deterrent. 

Mayor Ash expressed opposition towards the installation of a fence.  

City Manager Gray stated the matter will be placed for discussion during the upcoming budget hearings. 

Council Member Travis requested the renting of the train depot also be discussed during the upcoming 
budget hearings. 

The next four items were heard together and voted on separately. 

Item No. 8 – Water, Wastewater and Reuse Service Agreement, Olympus 

Item No. 9 – Ordinance No. 2018-35, Final, Olympus Sports and Entertainment 

City Clerk Howe read Ordinance No. 2018-35 aloud by title only. 

An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Clermont, Lake County, Florida, providing 
for the annexation of a certain parcel of land in accordance with the Interlocal Service 
Boundary Agreement dated December 2, 2014; providing for an effective date, 
severability, recording, and publication.  

Item No. 10 – Ordinance No. 2018-34, Final, Olympus Sports and Entertainment 

City Clerk Howe read Ordinance No. 2018-34 aloud by title only. 

An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Clermont, Lake County, Florida, adopting 
the Large Scale Comprehensive Plan Amendment for the City of Clermont, Florida, 
pursuant to the Local Government Comprehensive Planning Act, Chapter 163, Part II, 
Florida Statutes; setting forth the authority for adoption of the Large Scale Comprehensive 
Plan Amendment; setting forth the purpose and intent of the Large Scale Comprehensive 
Plan Amendment; providing for the adoption of the Large Scale Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment; establishing the legal status of the Large Scale Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment; providing a severability clause and providing an effective date. 

Item No. 11 – Ordinance No. 2018-36, Final, Olympus Sports and Entertainment 

City Clerk Howe read Ordinance No. 2018-36 aloud by title only. 
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An Ordinance under the Code of Ordinances of the City of Clermont, Lake County, Florida, 
amending the official zoning map of the City of Clermont referred to in Chapter 122 of 
Ordinance No. 289-C, Code of Ordinances; rezoning the real properties described herein 
as shown below; providing for severability, effective date, and publication. 

Development Services Director Henschel gave an overview of the requests by the applicant and introduced 
Assistant City Manager Kinzler to present applicant’s request for approval of their service agreement. 
Assistant City Manager Kinzler highlighted the key elements of the service agreement which included the 
requirement for the developer to extend utility lines to the property, the regional utility plan, the cost share 
plan to fund the extension of utilities, and the partial impact fee credit.  

Development Services Director Henschel presented the applicant’s request for annexation, Comprehensive 
Plan Amendment, and Planned Unit Development rezoning. Once the utility agreement is approved by 
Council, then the property meets the requirements of the Interlocal Service Boundary Agreement for 
annexation. Staff supports the applicant’s request for annexation. A corresponding future land use 
designation must be assigned to the property once it is annexed into the City. A Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment consists of changing the Future Land Use from Lake County Wellness Way-1 and Town 
Center to City of Clermont Master Planned Development. Staff supports the applicant’s request for a change 
to the future land use category to Master Planned Development. The focus of the proposed Planned Unit 
Development is to develop a sports and medicine complex. The project will host a wide variety of sports, 
entertainment, medical, retail, housing, and hotel uses. The project has a significant economic development 
benefit to the City and south Lake County. The applicant, surrounding land owners, as well as Lake County, 
Lake Sumter Metropolitan Planning Organization, and Florida Department of Transportation have worked 
together to create an alternative approach to acquire right-of-ways, designing, permitting and constructing 
the Wellness Way road network. Development Services Director Henschel reviewed the Planned Unit 
Development exhibits, waivers, and staff recommended changes to Ordinance 2018-36. Staff recommends 
approval of utility service agreement, annexation Ordinance No. 2018-35, Comprehensive Plan Ordinance 
No. 2018-34, and rezoning Ordinance No. 2018-36 with staff changes. 

City Manager Gray stated the applicant is dedicating a Fire Station site to the City in their Planned Unit 
Development. 

Council Member Travis inquired of the location for the proposed fire station. City Manager Gray stated a 
location has been identified with easy access to US Highway 27. A maximum allowance of 10,000 square 
feet for a building was included in the Planned Unit Development for the City which provides a frame work 
for placing a facility for Fire and Police. 

Mr. Mike Carroll, applicant, Chief Operating Officer, stated Olympus is a 243-acre master plan community 
combining fitness, sports, wellness, residential, entertainment. Mr. Carroll reviewed the multi-sports 
competition and training venues, wellness, fitness and sports medicine facilities, hospitality and 
entertainment venues, and residential neighborhoods to be available within the community.  

Mayor Ash opened the Public Hearing. There were no comments. Mayor Ash closed the Public Hearing. 

Mayor Ash expressed support for the development.  

Council Member Bates inquired as to the owner of the neighboring outparcel piece of land. Development 
Services Director Henschel clarified the neighboring outparcel land was not a part of the application. 

Council Member Travis expressed concern regarding change in elevation of the hills within the City. 
Richard Levy stated the portion of the property running through the hills is Schofield Road. City Manager 
Gray stated the applicant will not be constructing on Schofield Road as Cemex has an agreement with Lake 
County for that area. 
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Council Member Goodgame inquired about provisions for reclaim water from Conserv II. City Manager 
Gray stated through the road network agreement, Mr. Carr with The Crossings Church has been working 
with Conserv to do some property swaps to help with the road network. After the property swaps are 
complete, the City will start discussion back up with Conserv regarding future reuse.  

Council Member Bates moved to approve agenda item 8 agreement; seconded by Council 
Member Travis. The motion passed with all members present voting aye. 

Council Member Bates moved to approve Ordinance No. 2018-35; seconded by Council 
Member Goodgame. The motion passed with a 5 to 0 roll call vote. 

Council Member Bates moved to approve Ordinance No. 2018-34; seconded by Council 
Member Goodgame. The motion passed with a 5 to 0 roll call vote. 

Council Member Bates moved to approve Ordinance No. 2018-36 with staff recommended 
changes; seconded by Council Member Goodgame. The motion passed with a 5 to 0 roll 
call. 

City Manager Gray thanked the applicant and local property owners for their help and effort with this 
project. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Item No. 12 – Ordinance No. 2019-16, Introduction, Wise PUD 

City Clerk Howe read Ordinance No. 2019-16 aloud by title only. 

An Ordinance under the Code of Ordinances of the City of Clermont, Lake County, Florida, 
amending the Official Zoning Map of the City of Clermont referred to in Chapter 122 of 
Ordinance No. 289-C, Code of Ordinances; rezoning the real properties described herein 
as shown below; providing for severability, effective date, recording, and publication. 

Council Member Bates moved to introduce Ordinance No. 2019-16; seconded by Council 
Member Goodgame. The motion passed with all members present voting aye. 

Item No. 13 – Ordinance No. 2019-22, Introduction, Charter Revisions 

City Clerk Howe read Ordinance No. 2019-22 aloud by title only. 

An Ordinance amending Article II, Section 6, “The Council” of the Charter Laws of the 
City of Clermont, providing that the Council shall be composed of a Mayor elected at large 
and four Council Members each a resident of and elected by electors of specific districts; 
providing for the creation of four districts and redistricting; providing that no Council 
Member shall be elected for more than four consecutive two-year terms; providing for an 
eighteen-month residency requirement prior to qualification for election to any seat on the 
Council; providing for a referendum on the amendments; providing for the title and 
explanatory statement for the ballot for each of the amendments; providing for inclusion in 
the Charter; providing for severability and conflict and providing an effective date for the 
amendment. 

Council Member Bates moved to introduce Ordinance No. 2019-22; seconded by Council 
Member Goodgame. The motion passed with all members present voting aye. 
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ADJOURN: With no further comments, this meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm. 

 

       APPROVED: 

 

 

       ___________________________________ 
       Gail L. Ash, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________ 
Tracy Ackroyd Howe, City Clerk 
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The City Council met in a regular meeting on Tuesday, May 28, 2019 in the Clermont City Council 
Chambers. Mayor Ash called the meeting to order at 6:30pm with the following Council Members present: 
Council Members Brishke, Travis, Bates and Goodgame. Other City officials present were City Manager 
Gray, City Attorney Mantzaris, and City Clerk Howe. 

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Sonya Thompson with Arise Ministries International gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

PROCLAMATIONS 

City Clerk Howe read the Men’s Health Month proclamation aloud. 

PRESENTATIONS 

“Champion of the Industry” Award 

Fire Chief Bishop presented the 2019 Champion of the Industry award to Fire Marshal Jennifer Pierce.  
 
East Avenue Complete Streets 
 
Jamie Krzeminski, Senior Transportation Engineer, HDR, discussed the East Avenue Complete Streets 
Study by reviewing the project purpose, traffic and crash analysis, outreach summary, potential 
improvements for East Avenue, and remaining schedule and events. A community workshop and online 
meeting will be held in June. A draft concept is scheduled for completion in August with the final maps, 
graphics and plans scheduled to be completed in September.   
 
City Manager Gray stated the study was done through a grant from the Metropolitan Planning Organization. 
The project is within the five-year capital plan to redo East Avenue. Mr. Krzeminski met with staff and 
would like Council’s input before meeting with citizens to review the study results. When the final product 
is ready in September, City staff will then look at funding opportunities for the proposed improvements to 
East Avenue next year. 
 
Council Member Bates inquired about overall cost. Mr. Krzeminski encourages the City to find funding to 
do one of the ultimate concepts but the interim solution is to do striping. City Manager Gray stated staff 
first wanted to see if there was one concept which the Council would prefer for the staff to focus on. After 
which point, staff would then dig deeper into costs. To preserve costs, the City can do the selected option 
in stages or only choose certain elements of the selected option to do. 
 
Council Member Goodgame inquired about grants. City Manager Gray stated the plan is to seek grants for 
whichever option the Council decides to go with. East Avenue is in desperate need of repair and struggles 
with speeding and traffic issues. The street is a great connection to Waterfront Park with most of the street 
being residential and schools. 
 
Mayor Ash requested for the matter to be placed on a future workshop once some of the finances have 
become available for the different proposals.  
 
Council Member Travis stated safety is the first priority.  
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Mr. Krzeminski stated there is potential Florida Department of Transportation funding for the project. City 
staff is in the process of getting certification through the Department’s programs. There are potential grant 
opportunities to use state funds for the project. A meeting will be held with Florida Department of 
Transportation once a preferred concept has been selected.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Erik Strange, 3139 Pizzaro Place, expressed concerns for response times near Hancock and Old Highway 
50 and requested Council consider a long term solution in getting emergency response vehicles to the area 
faster in the near future.  

REPORTS 

City Manager Gray reported Lake County awarded the City $750,000 in funding for the boat ramp with a 
four to one vote. On Friday, he met with Mike Perry from the Lake County Water Authority and requested 
$250,000 for funding for the boat ramp. Mr. Perry stated it was promising that the City would receive the 
requested funding however the funding, if awarded, would not come until after October. Mr. Gray requested 
Agenda Item No.’s 12, 13, and 14 to be tabled to July 9, 2019 due to the County not having the final 
alignment of Hooks Street.  

Item No. 12 – Ordinance No. 2019-14, Final, Wise  

City Clerk Howe read Ordinance No. 2019-14 aloud by title only. 

An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Clermont, Lake County, Florida, providing 
for the annexation of a certain parcel of land contiguous to the present City boundaries; 
providing for an effective date, severability, recording, and publication. 

Council Member Bates moved to table Ordinance No. 2019-14 to July 9, 2019; seconded 
by Council Member Goodgame. The motion passed with all members present voting aye. 

Item No. 13 – Ordinance No. 2019-15, Final, Wise Large-Scale Comprehensive Plan Amendment 

City Clerk Howe read Ordinance No. 2019-15 aloud by title only. 

An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Clermont, Lake County, Florida, adopting 
the Large Scale Comprehensive Plan Amendment for the City of Clermont, Florida, 
pursuant to the Local Government Comprehensive Planning Act, Chapter 163, Part II, 
Florida Statutes; setting forth the authority for adoption of the Large Scale Comprehensive 
Plan Amendment; setting forth the purpose and intent of the Large Scale Comprehensive 
Plan Amendment; providing for the adoption of the Large Scale Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment; establishing the legal status of the Large Scale Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment; providing a severability clause and providing an effective date. 

Council Member Bates moved to table Ordinance No. 2019-15 to July 9, 2019; seconded 
by Council Member Goodgame. The motion passed with all members present voting aye. 

Item No. 14 – Ordinance No. 2019-16, Final, Wise PUD Rezoning 

City Clerk Howe read Ordinance No. 2019-16 aloud by title only. 

An Ordinance under the Code of Ordinances of the City of Clermont, Lake County, Florida, 
amending the Official Zoning Map of the City of Clermont referred to in Chapter 122 of 
Ordinance No. 289-C, Code of Ordinances; rezoning the real properties described herein 
as shown below; providing for severability, effective date, recording, and publication. 
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Council Member Bates moved to table Ordinance No. 2019-16 to July 9, 2019; seconded 
by Council Member Goodgame. The motion passed with all members present voting aye. 

City Manager Gray reported the Evergreen project, which previously came before the Council for a 
recommendation to the County, was denied by the County Commission.  

City Attorney Mantzaris reminded the Council that City Clerk Howe distributed an audio CD to each 
Council Member for their ethics requirement. The audio is four hours long and must be completed by July 
1, 2019. City Clerk Howe will also distribute a PowerPoint to accompany the audio. 

Council Member Bates reported meeting with Property Appraiser Baker and reviewed Clermont’s taxable 
value increase. Council Member Bates inquired if the City could return to the Florida Department of 
Transportation to discuss placing a traffic light at the entrance of Legends. City Manager Gray stated staff 
can reach out to the Florida Department of Transportation to discuss the request.  

Council Member Goodgame – No report.  

Council Member Brishke – No report. 

Council Member Travis reported on May 15, she attended the Ride of Silence and thanked the community 
for their participation in the event.  On May 21, she was at the County Commission meeting and commended 
City Manager Gray for giving a good presentation. She thanked Commissioner Campione and 
Commissioner Parks for their support regarding the boat ramp.  

Mayor Ash reported attending National Police Officers Memorial Day at Belk where police officers were 
handing out booklets regarding disaster awareness. That evening, she attended the Ride of Silence where 
500 riders participated in the event. The next day, she attended a Homeless Task Force Meeting where 
changing the title of the task force was discussed to allow the task force to become County wide.  The next 
day, she met with a Boy Scout who had to interview an elected official for his merit badge. The next 
morning, she was at the Dragon Boat Festival put on by New Beginnings which addresses homelessness. 
Later that same day, she was at Corelli’s for her monthly Coffee with the Mayor. On the May 20, she was 
at Winter Garden for the Lake Apopka Gas Board Meeting. The Board is considering giving money back 
to the cities.  The next day, she was at Happy Trolls Games where people can go to play board games. On 
May 23, she was at the City Center for an auction with the Women Realtors of south Lake County. The 
funds will be used to help people in the community. Yesterday, she was at the Waterfront pavilion for a 
ceremony in memoriam of those military personnel who lost their lives while serving our Country. The 
ceremony was put on by the Daughters of the American Revolution and Knights of Columbus with the 
ceremony ending in a 21-gun salute.  

CONSENT AGENDA 

Mayor Ash advised the next item on the Agenda for consideration was the Consent Agenda and requested 
anyone wishing to have any item pulled for discussion to please come forward at this time. 

Item No. 1 – Surplus Request Recommend declaring end of life inventory as 
surplus from Public Works, Information 
Technology, and the Police Department and 
dispose of in accordance with the Purchasing 
Policy. 
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Item No. 2 – Bid Award and Budget Amendment Consider award to Derelle, Inc. to replace the roof 
of the Historic Village Townsend House in the 
total amount of $36,464 and a budget amendment 
in the amount of $12,964. 

 
Item No. 3 – Bid Award Consider awarding bid to Traverse Group, Inc. 

for the construction of a new public boat ramp 
and restroom in the budgeted amount of 
$2,491,313.73 with $750,000 of approved 
funding from Lake County. 

 
Item No. 4 – Bid Award and Budget Amendment Consider approval of bid award to ESX 

Construction, LLC. for the construction of a Fire 
Department Boat Lift at Waterfront Park in the 
amount of $179,000 and a budget amendment for 
the same amount. 

 
 
Item No. 5 – Contract Award and Budget Consider approval of single source purchase from  
Amendment  the U.S. Communities contract with GameTime 

to furnish and install playground equipment at 
McKinney and Waterfront Park in the total 
amount of $110,139.21 and a budget amendment 
in the amount of $39,519.35. 

 
Item No. 6 – Parking License and Easement Consider  agreement  for  additional inventory of  
Agreement public downtown parking with Victory Way, 

LLC. 
 
Item No. 7 – Event and Open Container Consider allowing Asdeporte USA to have an 

open container area for the “Fondo Clermont” 
event on October 12 and 13, 2019 at Victory 
Pointe. 

 
Item No. 8 – Event and Road Closure Request Consider event and road closures request for the 

Clermont Downtown Partnership to host the 
“Downtown Clermont Art, Craft and Gift Show” 
on November 16, 2019. 

 
Item No. 9 – Event and Road Closure Request Consider Clermont Downtown Partnership road 

closure request for the First Friday Family Food 
Trucks and Music on Montrose 2020 events. 

 
Item No. 10 – Event, Open Container and Road Consider   allowing   the  Tenants  of   790  West 
Closure Request (Suncreek Brewery, Michael’s Ali Coal Fired 

Pizza and Savoree) host “Oktoberfest” event in 
downtown Clermont with street closures and 
open container allowance. 
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Council Member Brishke pulled Consent Agenda Item No. 3. 
 

Council Member Bates moved to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1, 2, and 4 through 10; 
seconded by Council Member Brishke. The motion passed with all members present voting aye. 

 
Council Member Brishke inquired about the final plan for the boat ramp. Assistant City Manager Kinzler 
stated the final concept was updated after public input to increase the parking spaces to 102 spaces, to 
double the number of ramps from two to four, and for a mooring facility. There were also minimal changes 
made to East Avenue to add a turn lane, to reroute the trail to the rear of the property in order to eliminate 
safety concerns, and a restroom facility was added. City Manager Gray stated when staff was looking at 
doubling the capacity of the boat ramp, Council provided direction to look towards the County to help fund 
the project as well as the Water Authority. The final design with the updated changes came back to the 
Council for final approval.  
 
Council Member Brishke expressed concern for the added moorings. Assistant City Manager Kinzler 
clarified there are fixed docks on the outside with a floating dock in the center and a floating dock for the 
mooring with the potential for eight to ten boats to be staged there. City Manager Gray stated an area was 
added for the boats to tie up while an individual is parking the trailer and truck for the family on the boat 
to be in a safe place.  
 
Mayor Ash inquired about placing a time limit at the moorings. City Manager Gray stated the park rangers 
are in the area to enforce any rules and regulations set on the boat ramp. 
 
Council Member Travis expressed concern of additional dredging and environmental impact. Assistant City 
Manager Kinzler stated the bid project was based on 10.  
 
Council Member Travis expressed concern for being over budget and suggested cutting the number of 
moorings to save money. 
 
Council Member Brishke inquired about the shoreline of the waterfront. Assistant City Manager Kinzler 
stated the goal was to be least invasive to the existing greenery. The proposal was to move the vegetation 
line in front of the ramps and the mooring area but was not proposing to do any other work along shoreline.  
 
Council Member Brishke expressed concern for the misuse of the boat ramp area. 
 
Council Member Bates expressed no issue with the proposed boat ramp concept. 
 
Assistant City Manager Kinzler stated there will not be dredging by the moorings but there will be dredging 
by the ramps.  
 
Council Member Brishke inquired about the concept. Assistant City Manager Kinzler stated the concept is 
nearly identical to the plans which have been sent out to bid. Any changes would have to go through a 
change order and negotiated with the contractor. City Manager Gray stated this is the time for the Council 
to make any changes to the concept. 
 
Mayor Ash inquired as to the need of additional moorings. City Manager Gray stated the City pulled a 
committee together for input on the design of the boat ramp which resulted in many of the recommendations 
to change the concept.  
 



City of Clermont 
MINUTES 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
May 28, 2019 

 

6 
 

Council Member Brishke clarified not being opposed to the concept but expressed concern for the current 
design. City Manager Gray stated after the changes were made to the concept from the committee’s 
recommendation, the updated boat ramp concept was brought back to Council for approval. Assistant City 
Manager Kinzler stated there were multiple versions of the boat ramp concept which went through many 
renditions.  
 
Mayor Ash inquired if the design was adjustable. City Manager Gray stated the design is adjustable. 
 
Mayor Ash opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Greg Amann, 550 East Avenue, stated no dredging has to take place for floating docks. Council Member 
Brishke stated dredging comes up if the water is not deep enough for the boats and clarified the concern 
was for the moorings on the land side not being deep enough for the boats which may result in additional 
dredging.  
 
Jim Purvis, 4206 Hammersmith Drive, agreed with Mr. Amann and suggested Council Member Brishke 
may have been absent the night the concept was approved. Council Member Brishke stated it is possible 
she may have been out of state when the subject was discussed at a Council Meeting. Council Member 
Travis stated the Council went on recommendations before for Lake Hiawatha Park and as a result wants 
to be thorough.  
 
Steve Franklin, 378 12th Street, stated he previously downloaded the plans for the boat ramp from the City 
website and expressed support for the additional moorings due to the increase of use of the current boat 
ramp.  
 
Cuqui Whitehead, 700 Hooks Street, expressed support for the Council’s right to question items brought 
before them and is in agreement with Council Member Brishke. 
 
Michelle Pines, 550 East Avenue, expressed support for the additional moorings. 
 
Mayor Ash closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Mayor Ash stated the proposed concept is a change from the original presentation previously provided to 
the Council with the proposal being $400,000 over budget.  
 
City Manager Gray stated one of the reasons for the funding request to the County and Water Authority 
was to expand the boat ramp and share the resources. As a result, the City will have just over $1 million 
pledged in outside funding.   
 
Council Member Travis inquired about the budget. City Manager Gray stated a budget amendment will not 
be needed as the project is in the Master Plan. The City originally had $2 million budgeted in the beginning 
for this project. The funding can fluctuate between projects which are associated with the Master Plan.  
 
Mayor Ash inquired about the financing for the project. City Manager Gray stated $2.5 million will be the 
actual cost. The City is getting $1 million from outside agencies with $750,000 committed from Lake 
County and another $250,000 currently going through the budget process with the Water Authority. The 
City also has a State grant out which is asking for another $250,000.  
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Council Member Bates moved to approve Consent Agenda Item No. 3; seconded by 
Council Member Goodgame. The motion passed with all members present voting aye.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Item No. 11 – Resolution No. 2019-01R, South Lake Medical Arts, Pad O 

Withdrawn. 

Item No. 15 – Ordinance No. 2019-22, Final, Charter Revisions 

City Manager Gray stated City Clerk Howe will give the first part of the presentation followed by 
Committee Chairman Ray SanFratello and thanked the Charter Review Committee for their hard work with 
the City’s Charter. If the Council would like to make any changes to the Charter recommendations, the 
changes would have to be approved at tonight’s Council Meeting by the Council. 

City Clerk Howe recognized the Charter Review Committee Members and reviewed the Purpose of the 
Charter Review Committee, the timeline for the Committee, an overview of the City of Clermont, the City 
organizational chart, and services provided to the City’s residents. 

Committee Chairman SanFratello reviewed proposed areas of revisions to the Charter, proposed residency 
requirement revision, proposed term limit revision, proposed districting, areas of the Charter where no 
action was taken but was discussed by the Committee, non-charter recommendations of a mandatory charter 
review time period and creation of a Board of Adjustment, and a summary of the request. After discussion, 
the Committee decided to make no changes to the Mayor’s Seat, City Council vacancies, terms and 
execution of City documents but recommended for the Council pass a Resolution or Ordinance if they 
would like for the City Manager to sign City documents in place of the Mayor. In regards to arbitration, 
there is no process currently set in the Charter for arbitration should a former Council Member appeal the 
forceful removal of the Council Member from office. The Charter Review Committee recommended 
keeping the matter in mind should the Council want to make any changes to include a mandatory arbitration. 

City Clerk Howe read Ordinance No. 2019-22 aloud by title only. 

An Ordinance amending Article II, Section 6, “The Council” of the Charter Laws of the 
City of Clermont, providing that the Council shall be composed of a Mayor elected at large 
and four Council Members each a resident of and elected by electors of specific districts; 
providing for the creation of four districts and redistricting; providing that no Council 
Member shall be elected for more than four consecutive two-year terms; providing for an 
eighteen-month residency requirement prior to qualification for election to any seat on the 
Council; providing for a referendum on the amendments; providing for the title and 
explanatory statement for the ballot for each of the amendments; providing for inclusion in 
the Charter; providing for severability and conflict and providing an effective date for the 
amendment. 

City Manager Gray clarified the Charter does require a candidate to be a resident and a voter at the time of 
qualifying. The Committee is also recommending to divide the City into four single member districts and 
would have to be equal in population from the census data which is released every 10 years. Single member 
districts means only people who live in that district can vote for the corresponding Council Member seat. 
However, the Mayor’s seat would still be at large which will allow for the whole City to vote for the Mayor’s 
seat.  The Board of Adjustment would be a Board created to hear variances which the Council currently 
hears on a routine basis. The Council currently acts as the City’s Board of Adjustment but the Charter 
Review Committee suggested the Council may want to look at creating a separate Board as the City 
continues to grow.  
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Mayor Ash thanked the Committee Members for their time and opened the meeting up for their comments.  

Committee Member Purvis expressed concern for the wording of the ballot language. City Attorney 
Mantzaris stated there has been minimal changes related to the language that will change in the charter but 
there has not been any change to the ballot language.  

Committee Member Whitehead expressed opposition for districts. 

Council Member Goodgame inquired about write in candidates. City Attorney Mantzaris clarified write in 
candidates are not addressed in the City Charter at all as there is a required qualifying period.  

Mayor Ash opened the Public Hearing.  

Greg Amann, 550 East Avenue, requested clarification of districts in the City. City Attorney Mantzaris 
stated no evidence has been found where there were districts in the City.  

Libby Hanna, 1251 Fran Mar Court, distributed copies of the online survey she took and reviewed the 
results from the survey. 

Robert Olsen, 1290 Dianne Place, expressed disappointment in the Committee for not addressing more 
issues and opposed to two of the three proposals but thanked the Committee for their effort and time.  

Mayor Ash closed the Public Hearing. 

Council Member Bates thanked all the Charter Review Committee for their effort and expressed opposition 
towards districts.  

Council Member Brishke, Council Member Travis, Mayor Ash, and Council Member Goodgame also 
expressed opposition towards districts. 

City Attorney Mantzaris stated the Ordinance has three Charter amendments and the Council can make a 
motion to deny or approve each amendment individually. 

Council Member Goodgame moved to deny districts and to not have them; seconded by 
Council Member Bates.   

City Attorney Mantzaris clarified the motion is to remove Charter Amendment 1 from the Ordinance in 
regards to districts.  

The motion passed with all members present voting aye.  

City Attorney Mantzaris suggested for the Council to address each Charter Amendment in order and for the 
Council to proceed to Charter Amendment 2, Term Limits. 

Council Member Bates expressed support for term limits. 

City Manager Gray clarified the amendment is for four two-year terms which would allow a maximum of 
eight consecutive years before the Council Member would have to sit out for a year.  

City Attorney Mantzaris clarified the amendment does not state the Council Member has to sit out for a 
year but states cannot serve more than eight consecutive years which means the break can be a year or it 
can be less than a year. If a vacancy was created suddenly on the Council, then you could have a break 
which was shorter than a year.  
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Council Member Travis inquired about a vacancy on the Council. City Attorney Mantzaris stated the 
Council would have to hold a special election or, depending on the time left in the vacancy, there is language 
in the Charter which allows the Council to appoint an individual someone. 

Council Member Goodgame requested clarification. City Attorney Mantzaris stated there are two caveats 
which would affect the maximum eight consecutive year limit. The first is if the Council was to appoint the 
individual to serve on a vacant seat and the other instance is if a Council Member wanted to run for Mayor, 
their term limit would restart as it is a different seat.  

Mayor Ash expressed concern for voter turnout.  

Council Member Travis expressed support for term limits. 

City Attorney Mantzaris clarified there is no action needed at this point since all of the Council Members 
are in agreement on term limits. 

City Attorney Mantzaris stated the next amendment to discuss is residency requirements. 

Council Member Bates expressed support for the residency requirement.  

Council Member Travis expressed preference for a twelve-month residency requirement but expressed 
support for the eighteen-month residency requirement recommended by the Charter Review Committee. 

Mayor Ash requested mandating for the candidates to prove fulfillment of residency requirement with 
documentation. City Attorney Mantzaris stated municipalities rely on the Supervisor of Elections to 
determine who are the appropriate registered voters. The City is not in a position to qualify these individuals 
with regard whether they are registered voters in the City.  

Council Member Bates inquired about background checks for candidates. City Attorney Mantzaris 
recommended against requiring a background check because from a constitutional perspective, anybody 
who is eligible to be a voter can run for office.  

City Attorney Mantzaris stated the Ordinance now before the Council is to be adopted with Charter 
Amendment Two and Charter Amendment Three. Staff will rework the Ordinance to remove references to 
districts and that will be the final Ordinance presented to the Mayor for signature. 

Council Member Travis moved to approve Ordinance No. 2019-22 as amended; seconded 
by Council Member Goodgame. The motion passed with all members present voting aye. 

Mayor Ash recessed the meeting at 8:52pm.  Mayor Ash reconvened the meeting at 9:03pm. 

NEW BUSINESS 

The next two items were heard concurrently and voted on separately. 

Item No. 16 – Resolution No. 2019-13R, Crossing Church 

City Clerk Howe read Resolution No. 2019-13R aloud by title only. 

A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Clermont, Lake County, Florida, granting 
a Conditional Use Permit to allow for a Master Planned church facility in the UE Urban 
Estate zoning district. 
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Item No. 17 – Variance Request, Crossing Church 

Planning Manager Kruse presented the applicant’s requests for a variance and Conditional Use Permit.  The 
Crossings Church is requesting a Conditional Use Permit for a church and associated ministry uses in the 
UE Urban Estate Zoning District. The property was annexed into the City in 2013 with the City Council 
approving a Conditional Use Permit to allow a new church facility with associated ministry uses in 2016. 
The Conditional Use Permit approved in 2016 has expired due to no substantial construction work for the 
site. The applicant proposes to develop the building in multiple phases. The total square footage will not 
exceed 50,000 square feet. The Church is also requesting two variances to the Land Development Code to 
allow for development of the project. The variance requested are using the existing grapefruit grove along 
Old Highway 50 as a natural landscape buffer and use grass parking spaces as an alternative surfacing 
material instead of code requirements. The Church is requesting to keep the grove functional since it 
generates income for the church and will provide a wider depth of screening from the road. A condition has 
been added to the proposed Conditional Use Permit which states if the grapefruit grove does discontinue, 
the applicant will have to replace the grove with a landscape buffer which meets City Code. Staff 
recommended approval of the Conditional Use Permit with the conditions contained in Resolution No. 
2019-13R and of the variance request. The Planning and Zoning Commission voted unanimously to 
recommend approval of Resolution No. 2019-13R. 

Tom Whitney, representative of the applicant, stated the request is the same as the previous request in 2016 
with some minor changes to the phasing and requested approval of the Conditional Use Permit and variance 
request.  

Mayor Ash opened the Public Hearing. There were no comments. Mayor Ash closed the Public Hearing. 

Council Member Travis inquired about property being located in fire station three territory. City Manager 
Gray stated discussions with Chief Bishop have been held in regards to coverage of the territory. The City 
does have coverage and will bring the matter back to the Council during budget workshops.  

Council Member Goodgame moved to approve Resolution 2019-13R; seconded by 
Council Member Bates. The motion passed with all members present voting aye. 

Council Member Goodgame moved to approve the variance request; seconded by Council 
Member Bates. The motion passed with all members present voting aye. 

Item No. 18 – Variance Request, Duke Energy 

Planning Manager Kruse presented the applicant’s variance request to eliminate the sidewalk construction 
requirement along the Citrus Tower Boulevard right-of-way as required by the Land Development Code. 
The applicant would like to add two 1,500 square foot modular buildings to the site for employee training 
and development. The applicant is requesting a variance to eliminate the required sidewalk construction 
due to property constraints and a restricted right-of-way access for the parcel. The applicant has offered to 
contribute $15,890.00, which is approximately $35.00 per 454 linear foot sidewalk for future construction 
cost. City staff recommended denial of the requested variance request.  

Robert Fudge, GAI Consultants, representative of applicant, stated Lake County has a roadway project in 
the works for the designated roadway. The applicant is willing to pay for the cost of the construction of the 
sidewalk in order to fast track completion of the proposed project while deferring the timeline of the 
sidewalk installation to when the County has looked at the road for their roadway project. 

Mayor Ash opened the Public Hearing. 
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Jim Purvis, 4206 Hammersmith Drive, expressed concern for portable buildings. Planning Manager Kruse 
stated the proposed buildings are modular buildings which meet the City’s building code as long as the 
buildings meet the Florida Building Code. The applicant will have landscaping around the buildings. Mr. 
Fudge clarified there is a five-year timeline before the applicant looks for a permanent structure to place on 
the property.  

Mayor Ash closed the Public Hearing. 

Council Member Goodgame inquired about County road improvements. City Manager Gray stated there is 
no timeline for when the County will improve Citrus Tower Boulevard due to funding.  

Council Member Goodgame inquired about requiring funds be placed in escrow. City Manager Gray stated 
the only hesitation is not knowing when the road will be improved on by the County.  

Council Member Travis expressed opposition to the variance request.  

Mayor Ash inquired about installation of sidewalks on surrounding property. City Manager Gray stated the 
property to the East has submitted their project which will include a sidewalk and the New Beginnings 
Project withdrew their request for sidewalk variance.  

Mr. Fudge stated the applicant has no problem with installing a sidewalk if need be but wanted to get the 
trailers up as fast as possible.  

Council Member Goodgame moved to deny Agenda Item No. 18; seconded by Council 
Member Bates. The motion passed with all members present voting aye.  

City Attorney Mantzaris informed the Council a roll call vote would be needed for Ordinance No. 2019-22 
regarding the Charter revisions. 

Council Member Travis moved to approve Ordinance No. 2019-22 as amended; seconded 
by Council Member Goodgame. The motion passed 5 to 0 with a roll call vote. 

Item No. 19 – Ordinance No. 2019-23, Introduction, Special Events 

City Clerk Howe read Ordinance No. 2019-23 aloud by title only. 

An Ordinance of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Clermont, Lake County, Florida, 
amending Chapter 54, Streets, Sidewalks and Other Public Places, Section 54-103, 
“Application for Permit” to provide that applications shall be submitted a minimum of 60 
days before the event, repealing all Ordinances in conflict herewith, providing for 
severability, codification and effective date. 

Council Member Bates moved to introduce Ordinance No. 2019-23; seconded by Council 
Member Goodgame. The motion passed with all members present voting aye. 
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ADJOURN: With no further comments, this meeting adjourned at 9:26pm. 

 

       APPROVED: 

 

 

       ___________________________________ 
       Gail L. Ash, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________ 
Tracy Ackroyd Howe, City Clerk 



CITY OF CLERMONT

AGENDA ITEM
Page 1 of 1

Meeting Date  

Tuesday, June 11, 2019

Agenda Item Name  

Bid Award

Requested Action  

Recommend to approve contract between the City of Clermont and Providence Construction & Development 
Services to provide force main modifications at lift station E-34.

Staff Report  

The Purchasing Department and the Environmental Services Department recommend approval of the above action.
 
The Environmental Services Department contacted the Purchasing Department to determine the most effective 
manner to contract a company to provide force main modifications at lift station E-34.  The Purchasing Department 
issued a Request for Bid (RFB) number 19-046 to acquire these services.  The RFB was fully competed, advertised, 
and complies with the City of Clermont Purchasing Policy.  There were five (5) responses to the RFB.
 
The project includes the construction of a 24-inch ductile iron force main and HDPE drop pipe to connect an existing 
force main to the existing Heritage Hills lift station.
 
Award is being recommended to the low responsive and responsible bidder Providence Construction & 
Development Company in the lump sum of $167,377 who complied with all terms, conditions, and specifications 
stated in the RFB.

Additional Analysis  

Fiscal Impact Summary  

The fiscal impact of $167,377 is included in the current year approved budget.

Department Account Code  42535-66305

Fiscal Impact Fund Number and Description Available Budget Amount

Exhibits Attached (copies of original agreements)  

1. RFB 19-046 Response Tabulation RFB 19-046 Response Tabulation.pdf
2. RFB 19-046 Award Recommendation RFB 19-046 Award Recommendation.pdf



 
RESPONSE TABULATION 

 
RFB 19-046, HERITAGE HILLS FORCE MAIN MODIFICATIONS AT LIFT STATION E-34 
DUE DATE/TIME:  MAY 23, 2019 AT 2:00 P.M. (EST) 
 

COMPANY NAME Addenda 1 Lump Sum Price 

Providence Construction & Development Company – Apopka, FL Y $167,377.00 

Utility Technicians, Inc. – Umatilla, FL Y $215,888.00 

Danus Utilities, Inc. – Sanford, FL Y $226,155.00 

Force Enterprises, Inc. – Wellington, FL Y $238,657.00 

Ekipa Construction, LLC. – Tampa, FL Y $251,778.63 

 
 



 
 685 W. Montrose Street  ● Clermont, FL 34711  ●  www.ClermontFL.gov 

 

 

AWARD RECOMMENDATION 
MAY 28, 2019 

RFB 19-046 – HERITAGE HILLS FORCE MAIN MODIFICATIONS AT LIFT STATION E-34 
 
 
Based on the results of the bid submittals, the Purchasing Department and the Environmental 
Services Department is recommending award to Providence Construction & Development 
Company in the lump sum price of $167,377. 

 

RAMSEY GROSS 
Senior Purchasing Agent  

Purchasing Department 
 

352-241-7350 
rgross@clermontfl.org 

 



CITY OF CLERMONT

AGENDA ITEM
Page 1 of 1

Meeting Date  

Tuesday, June 11, 2019

Agenda Item Name  

Proposal Award

Requested Action  

Recommend to approve contract between the City of Clermont and Voya Retirement Insurance and Annuity 
Company to provide defined contribution recordkeeper services for 401(a) and 457(b) retirement plans.

Staff Report  

The evaluation committee recommends approval of the above action.
 
Currently, the city provides a 401(a) retirement plan to all general employees administered by the Florida League of 
Cities in which the city contributes 10% of the employee’s annual salary.  In addition, the city provides all employees 
the choice to voluntarily contribute to two 457(b) retirement plans administered by the Florida League of Cities and 
the ICMA.  In an effort to consolidate all plans into one provider in order to improve efficiency and lower fees, the 
Finance Department contacted the Purchasing Department to determine the most cost effective manner to obtain 
the services of a single recordkeeper company to administer both 401(a) and 457(b) retirement plans.  
 
The Purchasing Department issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) number 19-013 on October 26, 2018 to obtain the 
services of a qualified recordkeeper company.  The RFP was fully competed, advertised and complies with the City 
of Clermont Purchasing Policy.  There were eleven (11) responses to the RFP.
 
An evaluation committee composed of nine (9) city staff members (eight voting members and one non-voting 
member) and the City’s Pension Investment Monitoring consultant reviewed, scored and ranked the proposals.  
Voya Retirement Insurance and Annuity Company was the top ranked firm selected based on their qualifications, 
expertise, experience and fees regarding employee retirement plans.

 The Purchasing Director entered into negotiations with the top ranked firm which resulted in a reduction of proposed 
recordkeeper fees from .0016% to .0013% of plan assets.  Recordkeeping fees are paid totally by the employees 
with no cost to the city.  In addition, it is important to note the decrease in fees from the current providers.  Currently, 
employees pay .0020% for the Florida League of Cities administered plans and .0080% for the ICMA plan.

The award recommendation is being made to the most qualified respondent, Voya Retirement Insurance and 
Annuity Company. 

Additional Analysis  

Fiscal Impact Summary  

No fiscal impact to the city.  Recordkeeping fees are paid totally by the employees.

Fiscal Impact Fund Number and Description Available Budget Amount



Exhibits Attached (copies of original agreements)  

1. RFP 19-013 Award Recommendation RFP 19-013 Award Recommendation.pdf
2. RFP 19-013 Response Tabulation RFP 19-013 Response Tabulation.pdf



 
 685 W. Montrose Street  ●  Clermont, FL 34711  ●  www.ClermontFL.gov 

 

 

AWARD RECOMMENDATION 
JUNE 3, 2019 

RFP 19-013 – RECORDKEEPER PROVIDER FOR 401(A) AND 457(B) RETIREMENT PLANS 
 
 
Based on the evaluation of the Request for Proposals submittals, the Evaluation Committee is 
recommending award to Voya Retirement Insurance and Annuity Company. 

 
 
 
 

FREDDY L. SUAREZ 
Purchasing Director 

Purchasing Department 
 

352-241-7350 
fsuarez@clermontfl.org 

 



 
 

RESPONSE TABULATION 
 
RFP 19-013, RECORDKEEPER PROVIDER FOR 401(A) AND 457(B) RETIREMENT PLANS 
DUE DATE/TIME:  DECEMBER 13, 2018 AT 2:00 P.M. (EST) 
 

COMPANY NAME 1-ORIGINAL, 
8-COPIES 

OneAmerica Financial Partners, Inc. – Indianapolis, IN Y 

Ameritas Investment Corp. – Lincoln, NE Y 

AXA Equitable Life Insurance Company – New York, NY Y 

Nationwide Retirement Solutions, Inc. – Columbus, OH Y 

Florida League of Cities, Inc. – Tallahassee, FL Y 

Great-West Life & Annuity Insurance Company d/b/a Empower Retirement – Greenwood Village, CO Y 

The Lincoln National Life Insurance Company d/b/a Lincoln Retirement Services Company, LLC. – Fort 
Wayne, IN Y 

International City Management Association Retirement Corporation – Washington, DC Y 

Life Insurance Company of the Southwest d/b/a National Life Group – Addison, TX Y 

Orlando 401K Specialists – Altamonte Springs, FL Y 

Voya Retirement Insurance and Annuity Company – Windsor, CT Y 

World Financial Group – Santa Clara, CA       Non-Responsive N 
 



CITY OF CLERMONT

AGENDA ITEM
Page 1 of 1

Meeting Date  

Tuesday, June 11, 2019

Agenda Item Name  

Event and Road Closure Request

Requested Action  

Recommend approval of the Clermont Downtown Partnership to host their annual "Harvest Festival" on October 26, 
2019.

Staff Report  

The Clermont Downtown Partnership is requesting road closures on Saturday, October 26, 2019 from 8:00 a.m. through 8:00 p.m. 
which would include time for setup and take down for the event. 

Road Closure requests are to include:
-Montrose Street between the former police station driveway/entrance and right past Lake Avenue (up to the driveway for the 
condominiums)
-8th Street between Minneola Avenue and Montrose Street
-7th Street between Montrose Street and Desoto Street
-Lake Avenue between Montrose Street and the entrance to the Clermont City Center

(Please see attached map) 

The Clermont Downtown Partnership has agreed to comply with all personnel requirements from the City of Clermont.

Additional Analysis  

Fiscal Impact Summary  

Fiscal Impact Fund Number and Description Available Budget Amount

Exhibits Attached (copies of original agreements)  

1. Harvest Festival Map 2 Harvest Festival Map 2.pdf
2. 10-26-2019 Harvest Festival 10-26-2019 Harvest Festival.pdf

















CITY OF CLERMONT

AGENDA ITEM
Page 1 of 1

Meeting Date  

Tuesday, June 11, 2019

Agenda Item Name  

Ordinance No. 2019-23 Final

Requested Action  

Recommend approval of Ordinance No. 2019-23

Staff Report  

The proposed amendment to Chapter 54, Article IV Special Events address timeliness concerns and ensures a 
standardized process for the processing of Special Event Permits.

City staff seeks to extend the minimum time to submit a special event application from thirty (30) days to sixty (60) 
days.  This will better allow for scheduling of special event applications that require City Council approval to be 
placed on a City Council Agenda without causing delays to the applicant.

Additional Analysis  

Fiscal Impact Summary  

Fiscal Impact Fund Number and Description Available Budget Amount

Exhibits Attached (copies of original agreements)  

1. 2019-23 Special Event Second Reading 2019-23 Special Event Second Reading.docx
2. ORD 2019-23 ORD 2019-23.pdf



CITY OF CLERMONT
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-23

1

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
CLERMONT, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 54, 
STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES, SECTION 54-
103, “APPLICATION FOR PERMIT” TO PROVIDE THAT 
APPLICATIONS SHALL BE SUBMITTED A MINIMUM OF 60 DAYS 
BEFORE THE EVENT, REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT 
HEREWITH, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CODIFICATION AND 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

The City Council of the City of Clermont, Lake County, Florida hereby ordains that:

SECTION 1.

Chapter 54, Street, Sidewalks and Other Public Places, Section 54-103, Application for Permit, is 
hereby amended as follows:

Section  54-103 Application of Permit Definitions

Any person or entity seeking the issuance of a Special Events Permit shall file an application with 
the Fire Department Fire Prevention Division as set forth herein. 

1. Filing Period. 

All Special Events applications shall be for a single event, and shall not be valid for reoccurring 
future events. A complete application with all required documents for a Special Events Permit 
shall be filed with the Fire Prevention Division of the Fire Department not more than one hundred 
eighty (180) days before, and not less than thirty (30) sixty (60) calendar days before the date and 
time at which it is proposed to commence the event. 

2. Contents. 

The application shall; at a minimum, state the following: 

a. The name of the event organizer, sponsor or responsible person or entity. 

b. The mailing address, email address, and telephone number of the event organizer, 
sponsor or responsible person or entity. 

c. If the event is to be conducted for, on behalf of, or by an organization; the name, 
address, and telephone number of the headquarters of the organization and of the 
authorized and responsible heads of such organization.

d. The specific location of the proposed special event.

e. The date of the special event and the hours of operation.



CITY OF CLERMONT
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-23

2

f. The approximate number of spectators and/or participants present or participating 
in the event.

g. A designation of any public facilities or equipment proposed to be utilized.

h. State permit if state roadway is to be used.

i.  If the event is a parade, the following additional information shall be required:

1. The exact location or any marshalling or staging areas for the parade;

2. The time at which units of the parade will begin to arrive at the staging 
areas and the times at which all such units will be disbursed from; 

3. The exact route to be traveled, including the starting point and 
termination point;

4. The approximate number of persons who, and animals and vehicles 
which, will constitute the parade; the types of animals and description 
of the vehicles; 

5. A statement as to whether the parade will occupy all or only a portion of 
the width of the street, roadway, or sidewalks to be used; 

6. A general description of the activities to be conducted at the special 
event together with attendance estimates. 

j. Proof  of  general  liability  insurance  with  the  City  of  Clermont  named  as  an 
additional insured, if the event is held on public or City owned property. 

k. A security plan with the name of the company providing staffing; including 
certified crowd managers if applicable, for the special event. A predetermined 
manpower allocation table shall be used as a guideline in order to determine how 
many officers with arrest powers will be assigned to the special event; if any.  The 
Chief of Police or designee may adjust the requirement of officers with arrest 
powers as he or she determines necessary. 

l. A site plan, which shall show at a minimum the following: 

1. The  dimensions  and  locations  of all permanent and proposed temporary 
structures  to be located on the property.  Should any temporary structures 
be required for the event, the applicants will be responsible for obtaining all 
necessary  Building  Permits  and  meeting  all  requirements of applicable 
Building and Fire Codes; 



CITY OF CLERMONT
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2. Ingress and egress locations.  Access to the site must not impede normal 
traffic flow on adjacent roadways; 

3. The  capacity  and  location  of  restroom  facilities;  either  permanent or 
temporary, sufficient to meet the anticipated demand at the event; 

4. Adequate provision for solid waste collection and disposal;

5. A  parking plan  with all on-site and  overflow parking, if necessary, and 
proposed traffic flow; in addition to any necessary traffic control devices 
at the special event location. 

m. A list of all concessionaires and vendors in addition to the event organizer, if any. 

n. A Certificate of Good Standing certifying that the event organizer is authorized to 
do business in Florida, if the event organizer is a Corporation or Limited Liability 
Company or some other business entity required to be registered with the 
Department of State. 

o. Copies of all fliers,  handbills,  newspaper advertisements  and  other  advertising 
that  the  event  organizer  anticipates  using  to  promote  or  advertise the special 
event.

p. Written proof of permission from the owner of the regulated property for the use 
of said property by the  event organizer for the special event.  The owner shall be 
required to sign the application and agree to any conditions placed on the special 
event by the City. If the owner of the property is the City or the property is public 
property, this term shall not be required.

q. Copies  of  all  required federal,  state  and  local  business  or  regulatory licenses 
required to be held by the event organizer. 

r. Any other documentation or information that City staff or the City Council; upon 
appeal,  determines  to   be   reasonably   necessary   to   properly   evaluate    the 
application. 

3. Fees. 

A non-refundable application fee as approved by Resolution of the City Council shall be paid to 
the City of Clermont at the time the application is filed.   

SECTION 2.

All Ordinances or parts of this Ordinance in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.
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SECTION 3.

Should any section or part of this section be declared invalid by any court of competent 
jurisdiction, such adjudications shall not apply to or affect any other provision of this Ordinance, 
except to the extent that the entire section or part of the section may be inseparable in meaning and 
effect from the section to which such holding shall apply.  

SECTION 4.

Section 1 of this Ordinance shall be codified as a part of the Clermont City Code.  The codifier is 
authorized to make editorial changes not effecting the substance of this Ordinance by the 
substitution of “Article” for “Ordinance”, “Section” for “Paragraph”, or otherwise to take such 
editorial license.  

SECTION 5.

This Ordinance shall be published as provided by law, and it shall become law and take effect 
upon its Second Reading and Final Passage.



CITY OF CLERMONT
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-23

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Clermont, this 11th day of 
June, 2019.

CITY OF CLERMONT

______________________________
Gail L. Ash, Mayor

ATTEST:

___________________________
Tracy Ackroyd Howe, City Clerk

Approved as to form and legality:

____________________________
Daniel F. Mantzaris, City Attorney
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CITY OF CLERMONT

AGENDA ITEM
Page 1 of 1

Meeting Date  

Tuesday, June 11, 2019

Agenda Item Name  

Variance Request
Culver's

Requested Action  

Recommend approval of variance request.

Staff Report  

The owner, Clermont Custard LLC., is requesting a variance to allow for a second monument sign to exceed 8 feet 
in height instead of the requirements of the Land Development Code, Section 102-15 for the Culvers Restaurant 
located at 1431 Johns Lake Road. The code requires a maximum sign height of 8 feet for the monument sign 
adjacent to Johns Lake Road. To the north of the site there is a retaining wall that varies in height from 
approximately 6 feet to up to 10 feet in height. Due to existing property constraints, the north east corner of the 
parking lot has a section of retaining wall that is 6 feet in height, therefore creating a sign that is obstructed from 
public view and the street. The Clermont City Council approved on April 14, 2015, a variance to allow a monument 
sign to exceed 8 feet in height for the subject property. The applicant never constructed the new sign, therefore 
allowing the variance approval to expire. The applicant is again requesting the same sign variance to the Land 
Development Code. 

The applicant is requesting to construct a monument a sign that will be at the parking lot level 
(6 feet below the top of the retaining wall) and have it extend the 8 feet above the retaining wall giving it an overall 
height of 14 feet. The overall sign height of 14 feet will give the sign an effective height of 8 feet to Johns Lake Road 
because of the retaining wall. The applicant indicated that because of existing challenges and constraints to the site, 
the limited sign visibility has created a hardship for the applicant. 

Section 86-174 of the Land Development Code requires a positive finding on the Review Criteria and Findings in 
order to grant a variance, staff has reviewed the application as submitted and finds the application does meet a 
positive finding. Therefore, staff recommends approval of the requested variance to the Land Development Code. 



Additional Analysis  

Fiscal Impact Summary  

Fiscal Impact Fund Number and Description Available Budget Amount

Exhibits Attached (copies of original agreements)  

1. New 86-174 Review Criteria-Culvers Sign New 86-174 Review Criteria-Culvers Sign.pdf
2. LOCATION MAP LOCATION MAP.pdf
3. site plan site plan.pdf
4. Sign Location Map Sign Location Map.pdf
5. sign details sign specs.pdf
6. New Application New Application.pdf
7. Legal AD City of Clermont Ad Copy.pdf



Culvers Sign Variance 

The requirements for a variance are as follows: 

 

“Sec. 86-174, Review Criteria and Finding.  When reviewing an application for a variance, the City Council shall 

not vary the requirements of the land development code unless it makes a positive finding, based on substantial 

competent evidence, on each of the following:” 

 

FINDINGS: 

 

(1) Granting the variance will not cause or allow interference with the reasonable enjoyment of adjacent or 

nearby property owners of negatively impact the standard of living of the citizens of the city; 

Applicant response:  Granting the variance would have no impact on adjoining property and would not 

affect the standards of living or residential or other commercial property.  Granting variance would only 

provide the applicant relief from severe grade change and allow construction of a sign that would be 

visible on Johns Lake Road.  The request if approved would not change the character of the area. 

 

Staff comments:  The requested sign variance will not interfere with the reasonable enjoyment of the 

adjacent property owners or negatively impact the surrounding areas.  The proposed sign variance was 

previously approved in 2015, but never constructed and variance has expired because of no substantial 

construction to the site for the sign. 

Positive finding  

 

(2) The variance will allow reasonable use of the property; which use is not out of character with other 

properties in the same zoning category; 

Applicant response:  The granting of the variance would allow the owner the same or similar signage as 

other commercial property in the area with the same zoning category. The variance would allow us to 

overcome the severe grading change. 

 

Staff comments:  The requested variances will allow reasonable use of the property and is not out of 

character with other commercial and retail properties.  The Land Development Code, Section 102 allows 

a maximum sign height of eight (8) feet, because of existing property constraints of the site, the proposed 

sign will be over the required 8 feet to allow visibility from the street.  The proposed sign is not out of 

character with other properties that may have certain challenges due to the topography of the site.  

Positive finding  

 

(3) In the context presented, strict compliance with the land development regulation will not further any 

legitimate city objective, or the benefits that would be achieved under the other variance criteria by the 

granting of the variance outweigh the benefits under this criteria if the variance was denied; 

Applicant response: Strict compliance with code would result in a sign 2/3 of which would not be visible. 

The variance would allow signage that would be visible and no greater size than code allows absent the 

severe grade and retaining wall.  

 

 Staff comments:  The requested sign variance will not further any legitimate city objective.   

Positive finding  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(4) The granting of the variance is consistent with the city’s comprehensive plan;  

 Applicant response:  Would be consistent with FLU policy 1.11.4 that emphasizes beauty, aesthetics and 

human scale architecture.  The variance would allow this business to have a sign that is visible from John 

Lake Road. 

 

 Staff comments:  The requested sign variance is consistent with the City of Clermont Comprehensive 

Plan goals, objectives and policies.  

Positive finding  

 

(5) The variance requested is the minimum variance that will make reasonable use of the land, building, or 

structure of the benefits that would be achieved under the other variance criteria by granting of the 

variance outweigh the benefits under this criteria if the variance was denied; 

 Applicant response:  The variance would level the playing field by allowing a sign that is visible under 

these difficult physical site conditions that were not created by the applicant.  The variance would provide 

relief and restore the benefits that other commercial owners have that do not share this same 

grade/elevation condition. 

 

Staff comments:  The variance request is the minimum variance that will make reasonable use of the site.  

Because of the demographic location of the building site and the existing retaining wall with varying 

heights, the site constraints, the proposed sign at the 8 feet maximum would have limited visibility.  The 

proposed sign is the minimum required to create a visually appealing business climate and improve 

vehicular safety and reduce visual pollution. 

Positive finding  

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Section 86-174 of the Land Development Code requires a positive finding on 

the Review Criteria and Findings in order to grant a variance, staff has reviewed the application as presented and 

finds the application can meet a positive finding.  Therefore, staff recommends approval of the variance request to 

the Land Development Code. 



 

Site 

LOCATION MAP 
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CITY OF CLERMONT
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Meeting Date  

Tuesday, June 11, 2019

Agenda Item Name  

Variance Request
Napleton 

Requested Action  

Recommend approval of variance requests.

Staff Report  

The owner, Napleton/Clermont Motors LLC, is requesting the following variance: (1) To allow for the number of wall 
signs to exceed the maximum number allowed by the Land Development Code, Section 102-15. The subject 
property is located on the north side of State Road 50 east of Greater Hills Blvd.  The current zoning is C-2 General 
Commercial and is approximately 15.72 +/- acres. The property was annexed into the City of Clermont on April 26, 
2016 concurrently with a large scale comprehensive plan amendment and Conditional Use Permit to allow an 
expansion of the Auto Dealership. The site was constructed in Lake County and annexed into the City as existing. 
The existing sign plan was approved and permitted in Lake County. The current approved sign plan does not meet 
Clermont’s sign code, Section 102. 

The approved CUP to allow for the renovation and expansion of the building required the removal of the existing 
signage. The applicant is now required to meet the Clermont sign code. The existing sign plan that was approved in 
Lake County exceed the number of wall signs allowed by the code. The applicant is requesting a variance to allow 
six (6) wall signs to the front building façade that would allow branding identification and wayfinding for the various 
services and types of vehicles. The Land Development Code, Section 102-15 allows one (1) primary wall sign on 
each walls of the building, not exceeding 200 square feet, for each wall facing a road or street frontage.  The 
applicant is not requesting to increase the number of walls or to add additional square feet, the requested variance 
will allow the replacement of the existing signage before building renovations and expansion, which was previously 
approved and permitted.  The proposed total square feet area of the six (6) signs will not exceed the maximum 
allowed of 200 square foot for any wall sign. 



Section 86-174 of the Land Development Code requires a positive finding on the Review Criteria and Findings in 
order to grant a variance, staff has reviewed the application as submitted and finds the application does meet a 
positive finding. Therefore, staff recommends approval of the requested variance to the Land Development Code 

Additional Analysis  

Fiscal Impact Summary  

Fiscal Impact Fund Number and Description Available Budget Amount

Exhibits Attached (copies of original agreements)  

1. New 86-174 Review Criteria-Napleton Sign New 86-174 Review Criteria-Napleton Sign.pdf
2. LOCATION MAP LOCATION MAP.pdf
3. calculations & site plan calculations & site plan.pdf
4. Application Application.pdf
5. Legal AD WALL SIGN VARIANCE.pdf



Napleton Sign Variance 

The requirements for a variance are as follows: 

 

“Sec. 86-174, Review Criteria and Finding.  When reviewing an application for a variance, the City Council shall 

not vary the requirements of the land development code unless it makes a positive finding, based on substantial 

competent evidence, on each of the following:” 

 

FINDINGS: 

 

(1) Granting the variance will not cause or allow interference with the reasonable enjoyment of adjacent or 

nearby property owners of negatively impact the standard of living of the citizens of the city; 

Applicant response:  Over eight years of experience has proven that the signage replacement request 

proposed will restore the familiar image of reasonable and identifiable automotive branding signs along 

with the name of the business.  The replacement of the signs will not negatively impact the standard of 

living of the citizens of the City of Clermont.   

 

Staff comments:  The requested sign variance will not interfere with the reasonable enjoyment of the 

adjacent property owners or negatively impact the surrounding areas.  The proposed number of building 

signs are equal to existing signage.  The applicant is replacing the same signage that was approved and 

permitted in Lake County prior to annexation into the City of Clermont.  The existing building façade 

was remodeled and the signs had to be removed, there is no increase to the number or square feet of the 

proposed signage. 

Positive finding  

 

(2) The variance will allow reasonable use of the property; which use is not out of character with other 

properties in the same zoning category; 

Applicant response:  Because the building, when remodeled will contain more building mass, the signage 

proposed will not be out of character with other properties in the same zoning category.  

 

Staff comments:  The requested variances will allow reasonable use of the property and is not out of 

character with other commercial and adjacent properties.  The Land Development Code, Section 102 

allows a maximum building sign copy area of 200 square feet, the applicant is requesting multiples signs 

that identify the many different specialty brands and services offered that are unique to this dealership.  

The property was annexed into the City as existing, with an approved sign plan by Lake County.   

Positive finding  

 

(3) In the context presented, strict compliance with the land development regulation will not further any 

legitimate city objective, or the benefits that would be achieved under the other variance criteria by the 

granting of the variance outweigh the benefits under this criteria if the variance was denied; 

Applicant response:  Strict compliance with the Land Development Code that restrict large buildings to 

just one sign is required for reasonable use and identification. 

 

 Staff comments:  The requested sign variance will not further any legitimate city objective.  The proposed 

signage will allow the same number of signs that was approved with the original sign plan prior to 

annexation into the City.  The applicant remodeled the building and the existing signs were removed and 

now are required to comply with City Code.   

Positive finding  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

(4) The granting of the variance is consistent with the city’s comprehensive plan;  

 Applicant response:  The granting of the variance promotes and is consistent with Section 102, purpose 

and intent to maintain the city’s established suburban character of low profile signage of high quality 

design. 

 

 Staff comments:  The requested sign variance is consistent with the City of Clermont Comprehensive 

Plan goals, objectives and policies.  

Positive finding  

 

(5) The variance requested is the minimum variance that will make reasonable use of the land, building, or 

structure of the benefits that would be achieved under the other variance criteria by granting of the 

variance outweigh the benefits under this criteria if the variance was denied; 

 Applicant response:  This minimum variance request will provide reasonable use of the land as well as 

enhance the building aesthetics.   

 

Staff comments:  The variance request is the minimum variance that will make reasonable use of the site.  

The variance request is to replace the existing signage that was approved by Lake County prior to 

annexation into Clermont.  The request will not increase the total signage, it will only replace and restore 

the sign plan that was approved.  The proposed signage is the minimum required to create a visually 

appealing business climate and improve vehicular safety and reduce visual pollution. 

Positive finding  

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Section 86-174 of the Land Development Code requires a positive finding on 

the Review Criteria and Findings in order to grant a variance, staff has reviewed the application as presented and 

finds the application can meet a positive finding.  Therefore, staff recommends approval of the variance request to 

the Land Development Code. 



 

Site 

LOCATION MAP 
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Meeting Date  

Tuesday, June 11, 2019

Agenda Item Name  

Ordinance No. 2019-20 Introduction
Senninger

Requested Action  

Recommend introduction of Ordinance 2019-20.

Staff Report  

The applicant, Appian Engineering, LLC, is requesting a rezoning to the M-1 Industrial District.  The property, 
approximately 12 acres, is located south of SR 50, north of CR 455 extension and west of Good Hearth 
Boulevard.  This request is being heard concurrently with requests for annexation and a large-scale 
comprehensive plan amendment to the Industrial Future Land Use.  The property has been historically used for 
industrial uses in the production of equipment in the irrigation industry and will continue to do so in the future.  
The Senninger manufacturing plant is located adjacent to this parcel to the west, which currently has a zoning 
of M-1 Industrial in the City of Clermont.

The applicant is not requesting any variances to the Land Development Code at this time and has indicated the 
zoning designation is consistent with the current and proposed future uses of the property.  The property is currently 
zoned Industrial in Lake County.  Therefore, the requested Industrial designation in the City is similar to what 
currently exists in Lake County.

Staff has reviewed the applicant’s proposal and finds the proposed zoning at this location is compatible with 
the uses in the area. The requested M-1 Industrial zoning is consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and 
staff recommends approval of Ordinance 2019-20 for a rezoning to the M-1 Industrial designation.  The 
Planning and Zoning Commission unanimously recommended approval, 7-0.  

Additional Analysis  



Fiscal Impact Summary  

Fiscal Impact Fund Number and Description Available Budget Amount

Exhibits Attached (copies of original agreements)  

1. REZ ORD 2019-20 Formatted REZ ORD 2019-20 Formatted.doc
2. Senninger Maps Senninger Maps.pdf
3. Rezoning Application Rezoning Application.pdf
4. REZ Ad Senninger REZ Ad Senninger.pdf
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AN ORDINANCE UNDER THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 
OF CLERMONT, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA AMENDING THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF CLERMONT REFERRED 
TO IN CHAPTER 122 OF ORDINANCE NO. 289-C, CODE OF 
ORDINANCES; REZONING THE REAL PROPERTIES DESCRIBED 
HEREIN AS SHOWN BELOW; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, 
EFFECTIVE DATE, RECORDING, AND PUBLICATION.

The City Council of the City of Clermont, Lake County, Florida hereby ordains that:

SECTION 1.

The official Zoning Map of the City of Clermont, Lake County, Florida referred to in Chapter 
122 of Ordinance No. 289-C, Code of Ordinances, is hereby amended by rezoning the following 
described property: 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
(PARCEL 2)

A TRACT OF LAND, BEING A PORTION OF LOTS 39, 40 AND 42, LAKE HIGHLANDS 
COMPANY, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3, 
PAGE 52 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA BEING DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF 
SECTION 26, TOWNSHIP 22 SOUTH, RANGE 26 EAST FOR A POINT OF REFERENCE; 
THENCE RUN NORTH 00°10'47" EAST, ALONG THE WEST LINE OF SAID SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER, A DISTANCE OF 1682.40 FEET TO THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE 
LANDS DESCRIBED IN THAT CERTAIN SPECIAL WARRANTY DEED, AS RECORDED 
IN OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 4724, PAGE 205, OF SAID PUBLIC RECORDS; THENCE 
DEPARTING SAID WEST LINE, RUN SOUTH 89°33'20" EAST, ALONG THE SOUTH 
LINE OF SAID SPECIAL WARRANTY DEED, A DISTANCE OF 959.95 FEET TO THE 
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SPECIAL WARRANTY DEED AS RECORDED IN 
OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 4724, PAGE 205, OF SAID PUBLIC RECORDS, AND THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE RUN ALONG THE EASTERLY LINE OF SAID LANDS, 
THE FOLLOWING FOUR COURSES; NORTH 00°20'02" EAST, 742.63 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF CURVATURE OF A CURVE CONCAVE SOUTHWESTERLY; THENCE RUN 
NORTHWESTERLY ALONG SAID CURVE, HAVING A RADIUS OF 35.00 FEET, A 
CENTRAL ANGLE OF 89°48'41", AN ARC LENGTH OF 54.86 FEET, A CHORD LENGTH 
OF 49.42 FEET AND A CHORD BEARING OF NORTH 44°34'18" WEST TO THE POINT 
OF TANGENCY; THENCE RUN NORTH 89°28'39" WEST, 455.72 FEET; THENCE RUN 
NORTH 00°25'45" EAST, 191.77 FEET TO A POINT LYING ON THE NORTH LINE OF 
THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 26; THENCE RUN SOUTH 89°34'15" 
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EAST, ALONG SAID NORTH LINE, 857.77 FEET TO THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF 
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 26; 
THENCE RUN SOUTH 00°20'17" WEST, ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER, A DISTANCE OF 1182.16 FEET TO A 
POINT LYING ON THE NORTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF HARTLE ROAD, AS 
DESCRIBED IN THAT CERTAIN SPECIAL WARRANTY DEED, AS RECORDED IN 
OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 4621, PAGE 1850 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF LAKE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA; THENCE RUN SOUTH 74°35'05" WEST, ALONG SAID 
NORTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE, 271.07 FEET; THENCE DEPARTING SAID 
NORTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE, RUN NORTH 15°24'55" WEST, 297.37 FEET; 
THENCE RUN NORTH 89°33'20" WEST, 25.79 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

THE ABOVE DESCRIBED TRACT OF LAND LIES IN LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA AND 
CONTAINS 12.110 ACRES MORE OR LESS.

Alternate Key 3913371

From: UE Urban Estate
To: M-1 Industrial 

SECTION 2.

All Ordinances or parts of this Ordinance in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

SECTION 3.

Should any Section or part of this Section be declared invalid by any court of competent 
jurisdiction, such adjudications shall not apply to or affect any other provision of this Ordinance, 
except to the extent that the entire Section or part of the Section may be inseparable in meaning 
and effect from the Section to which such holding shall apply.

SECTION 4. 

This Ordinance shall be recorded in the Public Records of Lake County, Florida.

SECTION 5.

The provisions of this Ordinance shall be effective as provided by law.
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Location map:



CITY OF CLERMONT
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-20

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Clermont, Lake County, 
Florida on this 25th day of June, 2019. 

CITY OF CLERMONT

_________________________________
Gail L. Ash, Mayor                                    

ATTEST:

_________________________________
Tracy Ackroyd Howe, City Clerk 

Approved as to form and legality:

____________________________
Daniel F. Mantzaris, City Attorney
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Exhibit – Future Land Use Map – Senninger Property
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Page 1 of 1

Meeting Date  

Tuesday, June 11, 2019

Agenda Item Name  

Ordinance No. 2019-24 Introduction
Hungerford 

Requested Action  

Recommend approval of introduction of Ordinance 2019-24.

Staff Report  

The applicant, Thomas Hungerford, is requesting the vacation of a 60-foot-wide right-of-way of 11th Street, south of 
the West Minnehaha intersection. The length of the right-of-way is approximately 110 lineal feet.  This portion of 11th 
Street has not been constructed and the City will not construct this portion of 11th Street.  The section of 11th Street 
right-of-way south of the applicant’s property was vacated in 1987 by Ordinance No. 174-M.  Therefore, 11th Street 
will never be constructed beyond the applicant’s property line.  

The applicant lives at the southernmost end of the existing right-of-way and is using a driveway to access his 
property.  City Council approved a variance on January 10, 2007 to allow for a residential lot without road frontage.  
A driveway from the parcel to West Minnehaha Avenue is used for access.  The applicant also owns the property to 
the east of this right-of-way in this area and desires to have the property joined into one piece.  

The applicant originally requested the entire section of 11th Street to be vacated, but one of the property owners 
located at 1065 W. Minnehaha Avenue, did not consent with the request.  The applicant modified his request to 
include only the area between his properties.  Staff has no evidence that abandoning and permanently closing this 
section of right-of-way between the applicant's property will interfere with any further City objective or adjoining 
property owners.  Therefore, staff recommends approval of ordinance 2019-24 for the right-of-way vacation 
request.  



Additional Analysis  

Fiscal Impact Summary  

Fiscal Impact Fund Number and Description Available Budget Amount

Exhibits Attached (copies of original agreements)  

1. 2019-24 Hungerford ROW Ordinance 2019-24 Hungerford ROW Ordinance.DOC
2. Hungerford Maps Hungerford Maps.pdf
3. petition and consent forms petition and consent forms.pdf
4. property cards and maps property cards and maps.pdf
5. ORDINANCE 2019-24 Ad Proof June 25th ORDINANCE 2019-24 Ad Proof June 25th.pdf
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
CLERMONT, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA, CLOSING AND 
PERMANENTLY ABANDONING A PORTION OF ELEVENTH STREET 
AS SHOWN IN THE OFFICIAL MAP OF THE CITY OF CLERMONT 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 8, PAGE 17, PUBLIC RECORDS OF LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
AND DESCRIBED HEREIN AS SHOWN BELOW; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY, PUBLICATION AND FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ENACTED by the City Council of 
the City of Clermont, Lake County, Florida that:

SECTION 1.

That any and all portions, closing and permanently abandoning a portion of Eleventh Street of the 
following described boundary: 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Bounded on the West by the Southerly extension of the East line of Lot 258 as shown in Indian 
Hills according to the Plat thereof as recorded in Plat Book 8 Page 86, Public Records of Lake 
County, Florida. Bounded on the North by the Easterly extension of the South line of Lot 258 as 
shown in Indian Hills according to the Plat thereof as recorded in Plat Book 8 Page 86, Public 
Records of Lake County, Florida. Bounded on the East by the Southerly extension of Lot 259 as 
shown in Indian Hills according to the Plat thereof as recorded in Plat Book 8 Page 86, Public 
Records of Lake County, Florida. Bounded on the South by the North line of Lot 4 as shown in 
Winona Harbor Estates according to the Plat thereof as recorded in Plat Book 30 Page 3, Public 
Records of Lake County, Florida.

SECTION 2.

The closing is done pursuant to the authority of the Charter of the City of Clermont, Lake 
County, Florida and the general laws of the State of Florida.

SECTION 3.

If any portion of this Ordinance is declared invalid, the invalidated portion shall be severed from 
the remainder of the Ordinance, and the remainder of the Ordinance shall continue in full force 
and effect as if enacted without the invalidated portion, except in cases where such continued 
validity of the remainder would clearly and without doubt contradict or frustrate the intent of the 
Ordinance as a whole.
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SECTION 4. 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with any of the provisions of this Ordinance are 
hereby repealed.

SECTION 5.

This Ordinance shall be published as provided by law and it shall become law and shall take 
effect immediately upon its Second Reading and Final Passage.

Location map:
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Clermont, Lake County, 
Florida on this 25th day of June, 2019. 

CITY OF CLERMONT

_________________________________
Gail L. Ash, Mayor                                    

ATTEST:

_________________________________
Tracy Ackroyd Howe, City Clerk 

Approved as to form and legality:

____________________________
Daniel F. Mantzaris, City Attorney
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Meeting Date  

Tuesday, June 11, 2019

Agenda Item Name  

Ordinance No. 2019-25 Introduction/Transmittal  
Bella Terra Summergate Comprehensive Plan Amendment  

Requested Action  

Recommend approval of the transmittal of Ordinance 2019-25.

Staff Report  

The applicant, Summergate Development, is requesting a Future Land Use change from Low Density Residential to 
Medium Density Residential on the subject property.  The property, approximately 24 acres, is located southwest of 
the intersection of Southern Pines Loop and Johns Lake Road.  This request is being heard concurrently with a 
request for a rezoning to a Planned Unit Development (PUD) for single-family housing.  The property is located 
within the Interlocal Service Boundary Agreement (ISBA) and the Joint Planning Area (JPA).  The City can serve the 
property with central water and sewer, along with other public services.  The property has been historically used for 
agricultural uses; previously as a citrus grove on some portions along with a single-family home site.   

The proposed map amendment will change the future land use from City of Clermont Low Density Residential, which 
allows up to 3 units per acre, to City of Clermont Medium Density Residential, which allows up to 8 units per acre.  
The City’s Low or Medium Density Residential does not permit commercial or industrial uses.  The applicant is 
requesting up to 96 units on 24 +/- acres, which equates to four (4) units per acre. 

 



In association with the Comprehensive Plan Amendment, the applicant is requesting a rezoning to a Planned Unit 
Development that would limit the development potential on the property to four (4) units per acre.  The surrounding 
Future Land Use in unincorporated Lake County is Urban Low, which permits up to four (4) dwelling units per acre, 
as indicated in the policy below.  

Lake County’s Comprehensive Plan Policy I-1.3.2 Urban Low Density Future Land Use Category: The Urban Low 
Density Future Land Use Category provides for a range of residential development at a maximum density of four (4) 
dwelling units per net buildable acre in addition to civic, commercial, and office uses at an appropriate scale and 
intensity to serve this category. 

The City’s Comprehensive Plan Policies support the proposed map amendment.  These policies include:

Policy 1.1.1: Urban services such as water and sewer shall not be extended outside the Lake County/Clermont Joint 
Planning Area (JPA) without a companion land use plan amendment modifying the boundary and amending the land 
uses.  An exception may be considered where public health, safety and welfare require a community water system 
or the extension of water service to ensure safe potable water.
Policy 1.1.3: The City shall encourage infill through the use of higher density and intensity land use designations and 
mixed-use designations in appropriate locations.  
Policy 1.2.1: The City shall consider the compatibility of adjacent future land use categories during the land use plan 
amendment process. The City shall consider potential maximum densities and intensities and the appropriate 
transition of uses, densities and intensities.
Upon approval by the City Council, the proposed amendment would be transmitted to the Florida Department of 
Economic Opportunity (DEO) and the reviewing agencies for review.  DEO would then issue an Objections, 
Recommendations and Comments letter to the City, and the amendment would then be scheduled for a final public 
hearing in August.

The applicant has indicated that there is an increased demand for smaller lots, 50 to 60 foot wide, and if they were in 
Lake County unincorporated, they would have the ability to have a density of four (4) dwelling units per acre.  Staff is 
aware that the City limits have been expanded south of this project by several miles and this area will be the 
geographical center of the City in the very near future.  In addition, the demand for more compact lots has been 
more frequently presented before City Council and has been approved.  Therefore, staff recommends approval of 
the transmittal of the large-scale comprehensive plan amendment to change the future land use from City of 
Clermont Low Density to the City’s Medium Density Residential.  The Planning and Zoning Commission 
recommended approval, 6-0.



Additional Analysis  

Fiscal Impact Summary  

Fiscal Impact Fund Number and 
Description Available Budget Amount

Exhibits Attached (copies of original agreements)  

1. 2019-25 Bella Terra Summergate CPA 2019-25 Bella Terra Summergate CPA Final.DOC
2. Bella Terra Maps Bella Terra Maps.pdf
3. maps and site plans maps and site plans.pdf
4. app & affidavits app & affidavits.pdf
5. warranty deed & legal desc warranty deed & legal desc.pdf
6. ad proof ad proof.pdf
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
CLERMONT, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA, ADOPTING THE LARGE 
SCALE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT FOR THE CITY OF 
CLERMONT, FLORIDA, PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING ACT, CHAPTER 163, PART II, 
FLORIDA STATUTES; SETTING FORTH THE AUTHORITY FOR 
ADOPTION OF THE LARGE SCALE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
AMENDMENT; SETTING FORTH THE PURPOSE AND INTENT OF 
THE LARGE SCALE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT; 
PROVIDING FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE LARGE SCALE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT; ESTABLISHING THE 
LEGAL STATUS OF THE LARGE SCALE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
AMENDMENT; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan of the City of Clermont was adopted by the City 
of Clermont on June 23, 2009, in accordance with the Local Government Planning and Land 
Development Regulations Act of 1985, Chapter 163, Part II, Florida Statutes; and 

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan of the City of Clermont may be amended pursuant 
to Florida Statute 163.3187; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission and the City Council of the City of 
Clermont have held public hearings on the proposed amendment to the plan in light of written 
comments, proposals and objections from the general public;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AND ENACTED, by the City Council of 
the City of Clermont, Lake County, Florida that:

SECTION 1.

After public hearings held by the City of Clermont Local Planning Agency and the Clermont 
City Council, the Future Land Use Map of the Comprehensive Plan of the City of Clermont is 
hereby amended by changing the following described property as shown:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

PARCEL 1

The Northeast 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of the Southwest 1/4 of Section 33, Township 22 South, 
Range 26 East, Lake County, Florida, LESS AND EXCEPT the North 470.00 feet of the East 
300.00 feet thereof. Also described as Tract 53, in Section 33, Township 22 South, Range 26 
East, according to the Plat of Postal Colony Company as recorded in Plat Book 8, Page 31, 
Public Records of Lake County, Florida.
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PARCEL 2

The East 1/2 of the Southeast 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of the Southwest 1/4 of Section 33, 
Township 22 South Range 26 East, Lake County, Florida, together with an easement for ingress 
and egress over and across the north 30 feet of the above described property.

PARCEL 3

The West 1/2 of the Southeast 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of the Southwest 1/4 of Section 33, 
Township 22 South, Range 26 East, Lake County, Florida.

PARCEL 4

The Southwest 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of the Southwest 1/4 of Section 33, Township 22 South, 
Range 26 East, Lake County, Florida.

Parcels 1, 2, 3 and 4 All together containing 24.38 acres more or less.

LOCATION
Southwest of the intersection of Southern Pines Loop and Johns Lake Road

Alternate Keys 3817647, 1095956, 1593085, 2864273

CHANGE IN FUTURE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION
FROM:  CITY OF CLERMONT LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL
TO:  CITY OF CLERMONT MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL

SECTION 2. 

If any portion of this Ordinance is declared invalid, the invalidated portion shall be severed from 
the remainder of the Ordinance, and the remainder of the Ordinance shall continue in full force 
and effect as if enacted without the invalidated portion, except in cases where such continued 
validity of the remainder would clearly and without doubt contradict or frustrate the intent of the 
Ordinance as a whole.

SECTION 3.

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with any of the provisions of this Ordinance are 
hereby repealed.

SECTION 4.

This Ordinance shall be published as provided by law and it shall become law and shall take 
effect immediately upon its Second Reading and Final Passage.
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CITY OF CLERMONT
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-25

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Clermont, Lake County, 
Florida, this 27th day of August, 2019.

_________________________________
Gail L. Ash, Mayor                                    

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Tracy Ackroyd Howe, City Clerk 

Approved as to form and legality:

_____________________________
Daniel F. Mantzaris, City Attorney
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CITY OF CLERMONT
NOTICE OF PROPOSED

AMENDMENT
TO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-25

The City of Clermont will hold public hearings on Tuesday, June 4, 2019
at 6:30 p.m. before the Planning and Zoning Commission to consider a
proposed change to the City’s Future Land Use Map; and on Tuesday, June
11, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. before the City Council to consider introduction
of the ordinance and transmittal of the proposed amendment. The map
amendment would change the Future Land Use designation for the parcel
below from City of Clermont Low Density Residential to City of Clermont
Medium Density Residential.

The City of Clermont will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, August 27, 2019
(final hearing) beginning at 6:30 p.m. before the City Council to consider
the adoption of the proposed change to the City’s Future Land Use Map.

Location:
Southwest of the intersection of Southern Pines Loop and

Johns Lake Road
Alternate Key 3817647, 1095956, 1593085, 2864273

Ordinance #2019-25:
An ordinance of the City Council of the City of Clermont, Lake
County, Florida, adopting the large-scale comprehensive plan
amendment for the City of Clermont, Florida, pursuant to the Local
Government Comprehensive Planning Act, Chapter 163, Part II, Florida
Statutes; setting forth the authority for adoption of the large-scale
comprehensive plan amendment; setting forth the purpose and
intent of the large-scale comprehensive plan amendment; providing
for the adoption of the large-scale comprehensive plan amendment;
establishing the legal status of the large-scale comprehensive
plan amendment; providing a severability clause; and providing an
effective date.

The public hearings are in the Council chambers of City Hall, 685 W.
Montrose Street, and are open to public comment. Please call (352) 394-
4083, ext. 3 if you have any questions.

The proposed amendment may be inspected at the City’s Development
Services Department (1st floor, City Hall) between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.
Monday-Friday.

Please be advised that under state law, any person deciding to appeal a
decision made at the public hearings will need a record of the proceedings
and may need to ensure a verbatim record is made.

Persons with disabilities who need assistance should contact the City
Clerk’s office, (352) 241-7331, at least 48 hours prior to the public hearings.

Tracy Ackroyd Howe, MMC
City Clerk
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CITY OF CLERMONT

AGENDA ITEM
Page 1 of 1

Meeting Date  

Tuesday, June 11, 2019

Agenda Item Name  

Ordinance No. 2019-27 Introduction
Advent PUD

Requested Action  

Recommend introduction of Ordinance 2019-27

Staff Report  

The applicant, Klima Weeks Civil Engineering, is requesting a rezoning from C-2 General Commercial to a Planned 
Unit Development (PUD) for a Medical Health Park Campus on 7.5 +/- acres.  The property is located southeast of 
the intersection of State Road 50 and Citrus Tower Boulevard.  The property is the vacant portion of land next to the 
former Don Mealy Chevrolet Dealership.  

The applicant has provided Exhibit A - PUD Site Development Plan showing the proposed layout of the site.  The 
project will consist of two primary buildings, an off-site emergency department and a medical office building.  The 
total square footage of all the buildings collectively will not exceed 60,000 square feet.



Staff has reviewed the PUD Development Plan, which allows development the flexibility to the Land Development 
Code.  The applicant has requested several waivers to the Land Development Code.

These waivers include the following: 

1. Allow retaining wall heights up to 28 feet in height in order to deal with the extreme grades on the western 
portion of the site, particularly with the construction and balance of the stormwater pond.

2. Allow elevation changes over fifteen feet (15’) with a maximum of up to 38 feet over no more than 7.5% of 
the project area.

3. Provide for no internal landscape buffers within the PUD.
4. Allow parking lot median divider less than 8 feet wide in rear parking lot to facilitate the alignment of the drive 

isles.
5. Allow interior parking islands less than 10 feet in width and less than 300 square feet in area along the 

parking area directly north of the buildings.
6. Allow maximum building height of 55 feet, with architectural features/spires located no more than 62 feet in 

height, measured at the highest point.
7. Allow a third ground sign up to 120 square feet located on the retaining wall at the intersection of State Road 

50 and Citrus Tower Boulevard, similar in design to Exhibit B – Elevations.

Staff has reviewed the request and finds the proposal meets the intent of Section 122-315, Review Criteria for a 
PUD.  There is a mixture of commercial and office uses, including medical facilities similar to the one being 
proposed, within a half-mile of the project location.  The site has access to an arterial roadway, SR 50, and 
accessible through a major collector, Citrus Tower Boulevard, which are major transportation facilities.  The 



applicant is in the process of finalizing a traffic impact analysis that has been coordinated through Lake-Sumter 
Metropolitan Planning Organization.  A condition has been placed in the PUD that requires the applicant to assist 
with additional traffic improvements, if warranted, thorough their proportional share.  These may include turn lane(s), 
sign and signal modifications.  This will be coordinated through the City with Lake County, Lake-Sumter Metropolitan 
Planning Organization and Florida Department of Transportation reviewing as well. Public utilities are readily 
available and the City can provide all services. The proposal does not influence school concurrency and provides 
opportunities for job creation. 

Staff has reviewed the applicant’s proposal and supports the proposed use at this location since it is compatible with 
the uses in the area.  Staff has added a condition that an additional 30% landscaping material shall be required 
along the retaining walls to enhance the site.  The applicant is requesting several waivers, however; a majority of the 
waivers have been requested before in other PUD developments.  Therefore, staff recommends approval of 
Ordinance 2019-27 for a Planned Unit Development to allow for a health park, including an Off-Site Emergency 
Department (OSED) and medical office building (Health Park) as depicted in Exhibit A – PUD Site Development 
Plan.  The Planning and Zoning Commission recommended denial, 4-2.  

Additional Analysis  

Fiscal Impact Summary  

Fiscal Impact Fund Number and Description Available Budget Amount

Exhibits Attached (copies of original agreements)  

1. Ord. 2019-27 Formatted Ord. 2019-27 Formatted.docx
2. Exhibit A - PUD Site Development Plan Exhibit A - PUD Site Development Plan.pdf
3. Exhibit B - Elevations Exhibit B - Elevations.pdf
4. Advent Health Campus Maps Advent Health Campus Maps.pdf
5. Rezoning App Rezoning App.pdf
6. Owner Authorization Owner Authorization.pdf
7. Legal Ad SPZ-plans19051412080.pdf



CITY OF CLERMONT
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-27

1

AN ORDINANCE UNDER THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 
OF CLERMONT, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA AMENDING THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF CLERMONT REFERRED 
TO IN CHAPTER 122 OF ORDINANCE NO. 289-C, CODE OF 
ORDINANCES; REZONING THE REAL PROPERTIES DESCRIBED 
HEREIN AS SHOWN BELOW; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, 
EFFECTIVE DATE, RECORDING, AND PUBLICATION.

The City Council of the City of Clermont, Lake County, Florida hereby ordains that:

SECTION 1.

The Official Zoning Map of the City of Clermont, Lake County, Florida referred to in Chapter 122 
of Ordinance No. 289-C, Code of Ordinances, is hereby amended by rezoning the following 
described property: 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Tract 24 of Section 28, Township 22 South, Range 26 East, according to the Plat of LAKE 
HIGHLANDS COMPANY, filed March 2, 1914 and recorded in Plat Book 2, Page 28, Public 
Records of Lake County, Florida, LESS the South 107 feet thereof and less and except the 
following: R/W Parcel #C-10 as described in Statutory Warranty Deed to Lake County recorded 
in O.R. Book 2544, Page 2352, Public Records of Lake County, Florida.

AND

That portion of the 30.00 wide platted Right of Way lying North of Tract 24 of Section 28, 
Township 22 South, Range 26 East, and lying North of vacated Paloma Road, to be bound on the 
West by the East right of way line of Citrus Tower Boulevard and bound on the East by the 
northerly projection of the East line of Tract 24, all according to the Plat of LAKE HIGHLANDS 
COMPANY, filed March 2, 1914, and recorded in Plat Book 2, Page 28, Public Records of Lake 
County, Florida.

AND

That portion of Tract 9, Section 28, Township 22 South, Range 26 East, according to the plat of 
LAKE HIGHLANDS COMPANY, filed March 2, 1914 and recorded in Plat Book 2, Page 28, 
Public Records of Lake County, Florida, LYING SOUTH OF THE SOUTH RIGHT OF WAY OF 
STATE ROAD 50; LESS AND EXCEPT R/W Parcel #C13 as described in the deeds to Lake 
County, Florida, recorded in O.R. Book 2544, Page 2358 and O.R. Book 2546, Page 1682, Public 
Records of Lake County, Florida.

ALL LESS the East 27.00 feet thereof.  



CITY OF CLERMONT
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-27
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LOCATION
Vacant property located at the southeast corner of Citrus Tower Boulevard 

and State Road 50 intersection
Western portion of Alternate Key 1648254

From: General Commercial (C-2)
To: Planned Unit Development (PUD)

SECTION 2.  General Conditions

This application for a Planned Unit Development to allow for a health park, including an Off-Site 
Emergency Department (OSED) and medical office building (Health Park); be granted subject to 
the following conditions:

1. The conditions as set forth in this Planned Unit Development shall be legally binding upon 
any heirs, assigns and successors in title or interest.

2. The property shall be developed in substantial accordance with Exhibit A - Planned Unit 
Development Site Development Plan prepared by Klima Weeks, Sheet C100.  Formal 
construction plans incorporating all conditions stated in this permit shall be submitted for 
review and approved by the Site Review Committee prior to the issuance of a Zoning 
Clearance or other development permits.  

3. No person, firm, corporation or entity shall erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, remove, 
improve, move, convert, or demolish any building or structure, or alter the land in any 
manner within the boundary of the project without first submitting necessary plans, 
obtaining necessary approvals, and obtaining necessary permits in accordance with the City 
of Clermont Land Development Regulations and those of other appropriate jurisdictional 
entities.

SECTION 3. Land Uses and Specific Conditions

1. The project may consist of up to 60,000 square feet of Off-Site Emergency Department 
(OSED) and medical office buildings (Health Park) along with other C-2 General 
Commercial uses.  In addition, medical and dental laboratories, medical clinics, business 
offices ancillary to medical uses, restaurants and cafes ancillary to medical uses, outdoor 
dining/seating areas, pharmacies and other uses that are similar and compatible to a health 
campus may be permitted uses.

2. Building Setbacks 
From State Road 50 50 feet from the property line
From Citrus Tower Boulevard 25 feet from the property line
South property line 25 feet from the property line 
East property line/internal to Planned Unit Development 12 feet from the property line



CITY OF CLERMONT
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-27
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3. Landscape Setbacks 
From State Road 50 20 feet from the property line
From Citrus Tower 20 feet from the property line
South property line 10 feet from the property line**
East property line 10 feet from the property line
Internal to Planned Unit Development None
**Except if shared access drive is provided with property owner to the south.

4. All landscape buffers along retaining walls shall have an additional 30 percent more plant 
material, which includes trees and shrubs, to enhance the site.  

5. Maximum building height will be 55 feet, with architectural features/spires located no more 
than 62 feet, measured at the highest point.  

6. The project may have elevation changes greater than 15 feet in height over the project site 
through the use of cut and fill and will not exceed 7.5% of the overall site.  The maximum 
cut or fill will be limited to 38 feet, mainly due to the extreme topography and with the 
construction and balance of the proposed stormwater pond.  These changes will be 
submitted to the City Engineer at the time of final engineering.

7. Individual retaining wall height up to 28 feet in height are allowed to deal with the changing 
grades on the site, particularly with the construction of the stormwater pond.  The retaining 
walls may be stair stepped but will not exceed an over all height of 38 feet.  

8. A modified parking lot median divider less than 8 feet wide in the rear parking lot will be 
permitted to facilitate the alignment of the drive isles.

8. Interior parking islands less than 10 feet in width and less than 300 square feet in area will 
be permitted in the parking area directly north of the buildings.

9. The developer shall submit a traffic impact analysis to the City for review and approval 
with assistance from Lake County, Lake-Sumter Metropolitan Planning Organization and 
Florida Department of Transportation.  If it is determined that additional traffic 
improvements are warranted, the developer will assist in the improvements through their 
proportional share. These may include turn lane(s), sidewalks, sign and signal 
modifications. Off-site improvements may be eligible for transportation impact fee credits 
to the extent allowed pursuant to Lake County Code. 

10. The buildings shall be constructed in a manner that closely resembles the architectual style 
and elevations as presented in Exhibit B – Elevations and shall meet the City of Clermont’s 
Architectural Standards.

11. A third ground sign up to 120 square feet may be located on the retaining wall at the 
intersection of State Road 50 and Citrus Tower Boulevard, similar in design to Exhibit B 
– Elevations.
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12. The project shall be developed according to the C-2 General Commercial zoning 
designation in the Land Development Code, unless expressly stated above.  

SECTION 4.

All Ordinances or parts of this Ordinance in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

SECTION 5.

Should any Section or part of this Section be declared invalid by any court of competent 
jurisdiction, such adjudications shall not apply to or affect any other provision of this Ordinance, 
except to the extent that the entire Section or part of the Section may be inseparable in meaning 
and effect from the Section to which such holding shall apply.

SECTION 6.

This Ordinance shall be published as provided by law, and it shall become law and take effect 
upon its Second Reading and Final Passage.

Location map:



CITY OF CLERMONT
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-27

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Clermont, Lake County, 
Florida on this 25th day of June, 2019. 

CITY OF CLERMONT

_________________________________
Gail L. Ash, Mayor                                    

ATTEST:

_________________________________
Tracy Ackroyd Howe, MMC, City Clerk

Approved as to form and legality:

___________________________________
Daniel F. Mantzaris, City Attorney
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Exhibit - Location Map – Advent Health Campus
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Exhibit - Zoning Map – Advent Health Campus
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